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- moves the arm that moves the world.” 


duty in this matter, urge, 
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For the Presbyterian. 
SYSTEMATIC CONTRIBUTIONS. 
No. V. 


Mr. Editor —Prayer is the main-spring of Chris- 
tian effort. [ have hitherto spoken merely of the 
effort itself, which to be efficient must be sys- 


tematic; and have attributed the failure.of the | 


Church of Christ to come up to her duty in this 
matter, mainly to the absence of all system in her 
colleetion of funds, for the purpose of advancing 
the kingdom of Christ in the world. That too 
much dependence may be placed on mere human 
contrivance—upon a system of means for accom- 
plishing a good object, cannot be denied. But 
while there is danger undoubtedly of imbibing a 
worldly and business spirit in managing the pecu- 
niary affairs connected with the promotion of 
Christ’s kingdom, there is also danger of neglect- 
ing the proper means of its promotion. 

The most powerful means with which the God 
of the Church has endued hei, is prayer. “ Prayer 
That the 
world shall be ultimately conyerted to God—that 
God will give to his Son “the heathen for his in- 
heritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
his possession,” is a truth verily believed by every 
enlightened Christian. And many believe that 
that glorious day, of which the inspired Psalmist 
sung, and of which the prophets prophesied, will 
soon come—yea, has already dawned, and is fast 
hasting to its meridian splendour. Hence, so ear- 
nest and ardent have the prayers of the saints be- 
come. They seem almost to see the day, and 
hence they catch the inspiration which it breathes. 
They feel that Zion’s King now bows his ear to lis- 
ten to their requests—that Zion groans and travails 
in pain—and that many sonsand daughters are every 
day born to God. And their hearts are cheered with 
the thought that soon Immanuel will reign King 
of the nations of the earth. In many places they 
meet regularly at the Monthly Concert in prayer. 
‘Their hearts are warmed, and their zeal kindled 
into a flame by the statements that are read to 
them—and their earnest manner in prayer often 
bespeaks the interest which, at the time, they feel. 
Perhaps an agent makes a warm and spirited ap- 
peal. ‘I'he whole assembly is melted down—a 
deep feeling pervades their minds, and they are 
ready to give largely to aid the cause which he 
advocates. But they give under the influence 
of excited feelings; and it sometimes happens that 
many of them go home, and, in a moment of cool 
reflection, lament the excitement under which, 
and in consequence of which alone, they gave. 
Far be it from me at all to censure such excite- 
ment. It is oftentimes the effect of simple, un- 
adorned truth—the most powerful of all exciting 
causes. But let this excitement be wholly uncon- 
nected with giving. Let it arouse to prayer. Let 
it be the means of engaging the sympathies of 
Christians in behalf of the suffering and the desti- 
tute. Let it awaken them to the acquiring of 
more light and knowledge of the subjects on which 
they are called to bestow their benefactions. Let 
it engage them to act upon the apostle’s rule—to 
give “as the Lord hath prospered them”—con- 
scientiously and religiously to consecrate a portion, 
a proper, adequate portion of their property to the 
service of the Lord. And that plan or system of 
benevolence which will produce in the minds of 
Christians correct views of this subject, and lead 
them to act from a pure religious principle— 
from @ sense of their responsibility to God, and as 
the almoners of his bounty to men, is the best 
system. 

Prayer is all-important; but prayer alone never 
will convert the world to God. The age of mira- 
cles is past. And though God will do the work, 
and do it in answer to prayer, yet he will do it too 
by the instrumentality of his Church. The gold 
and the silver are the Lord’s, and he will have them. 
The cattle upon the hills are lis, and when he 
calls fur sacrifice, the Christian is bound to take of 
God’s own which happens to be upon the hill 
where his lot is cast, and offer it upon his altar. 

Prayer is liable to be abused. It has been, and 
is abused by many well-meaning persons. It is 
the maxim of some, and applied to almost univer- 
sal practice in reference to giving. A little coase- 
crated by prayer will do fur more good than a 
large sum of money given with unworthy views. 
And there are many churches which constantly 
act upon this maxim, if we judge by their fruits. 
Present before a large and respectable congrega- 
tion, an object which claims their attention and is 
well worthy of their benevolent consideration, and 
you may receive from them five or ten dollars as 
their subscription to the object: and their minister 
or some of their giving worthies, will console you 
with the remark, that “a little consecrated by 
prayer is worth more than a large sum otherwise 

iven.” Ican lead you, Mr. Editor, into a mect- 
ing of Christians, where they are assembled for 
the very purpose of praying and giving for the ad- 
vancement of the divine dominion over the world. 
From fifty to a hundred people will be gathered 
in that Monthly Concert. They listen with de- 
light to the thrilling statements read to them— 
they seem to rejoice in the growing evidence of 
the increase of the knowledge of Christ in the 
world—they unite in apparently fervent prayers 
for the success of missions—that the time may 
soon come when the kingdoms of this world shall 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. 
And when the solemn and pleasing services of the 
meeting are closed, a collection is taken up of 
from one to three dollars! This is the offering of 
their fervent hearts! If you express surprise or 
astonishment at the smallness of the collection, 


_ you will be met by the sage remark, “a little con- 


secrated by prayer is a more acceptable offering to 
God than large sums ostentatiously given!” Such 
occasions as the one I have just described are, of 
course, somewhat extraordinary. They occur only 
upon the visit of an agent, or when some unusual in- 
telligence is received. ‘There are many individual 
Christians, as well as churches, who exhibit an ap- 
parent spirit of fervent prayer, but whose benefac- 
tions are by no means, commensurate with their 
fervency. They seem to say “be ye warmed and 
filled,” but there they stop. If you urge upon 
‘them the necessity of “giving those things which 
are necessary,” they meet you with “a little con- 
secrated by prayer, is better than much given from 
unworthy motives.” 

The truth is, Mr. Editor, covetousness is the sin 
of the Church; and Christians, really godly men, 
hide themselves behind this most unworthy plea. 
Prayer is thus abused. Do you ask where? Come 
with me, sir, and I will show you where. It is 
wherever a church, attending upon the stated min- 
istry of the Word, realize their privileges, know 


their duty, engage in prayer, but refuse to give of 


' their money to promote the objects for which they 
pray. Such, most of all others, are apt to sneer at 
those who, having come up more nearly to their 


by their example 


promotion of those objects for which Christians 
ray. 

: Bat who are they that pray most earnestly ? 
Those who bp most liberally. In what church 
will you find te Monthly Concert most regularly 
and constantly attended? There, where Chris- 
tians feel it to be their privilege to aid the cause 
of Christ with their property so far as it is needed. 
There, where they pray, “thy kingdam come,” 
and cheerfully lay down their offerings at the foot 
of the altar on which they offer the sacrifice of 
prayer. Where will you see the whole Christian 
community earnestly engaged, both in the closet 
and at the family altar, in prayer for the coming of 
the kingdom of God—for revivals of religion, at 
home, and for the conversion of the heathen? 
You will find it there where, if you go for the pur- 
pose, you will receive the most liberal donations to 
promote the objects for which they pray. The 
writer could furnish many facts on this subject il- 
lustrative of the preceding observations, and espe- 
cially showing that prayer and benevolence are 
kindred duties. 

Plans of benevolence are useful both for pro- 
moting a spirit of prayer, and for giving efficiency 
to the benevolent operations of a Church. The 
plan which J have furnished you is the best that I 
have ever known, and is entirely adapted to all 
circumstances in which a Church may be placed. 
This I may show in another number. 

DecneEa. 


For the Presbyterian. 


CAN THE CliURCH AFFORD TO DO WITHOUT 
THE CAUSE OF MISSIONS ? 


The history of missions is but the history of 
blessings bestowed on the Church of Christ. 
Whatever doubts unbelief may have heretofore 
suggested as to the ability of the Church to sus- 
tain missions to the heathen, the history of modern 
missions is abundantly sufficient to remove them 
from every unbiassed mind, and convince even the 
most skeptical. T’o prove that the Church has 
within her reach the means necessary to enable 
her to send the Gospel to every creature, it is not 
necessary to refer to the command of God and de- 
duce it as a necessary inference, which, to say the 
least, is by no means satisfactory: nor is it any 
more necessary to exhibit her own resources, as if 
in her own strength she were called to the accom- 
plishment of this great work. The Church is 
strong in the Lord and in the power of his might. 
He can communicate an almighty energy to the 
feeblest instrumentality. Indeed, “God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty”—* yea, and things that 
are not, to bring to nought things that are.” His 
word has already gone forth, that “‘one shall chase 
a thousand, and two shall put ten thousand to 
flight.” We necd only cast a believing glance 
upon the promises of the King and Head of the 
Church. 

But if our faith be not strong enough to insure 
conviction, we may Jook still further and see how 
he has performed his promises. The apostles, and 
their cotemporaries, it is supposed, preached the 
Gospel to every nation in the then known world. 
Did not Christ, according to his promise, go with 
them as they went forth in obedience to his com- 
mand? Did he not guide them with wisdom from 
on high? Did he not stand by them in every time 
of need? And did he not go before them and light 
up even the dark valley of the shadow of deith, 
bring them safely through, and usher them into 
the glorious light of an eternal day? What then 
have we to fear? May we not plead the same pro- 
mise? And will he not be as faithful tous? But 
if they, while they were so few and feeble and 
while they had to contend against the most power- 
ful and determined opposition, could thus succeed 
under the Captain of their salvation—why may 
not the Church do it now, when persecution is al- 
most unknown, and a wide and effectual door is 
opened to almost every nation under Heaven? 
There is, however, a disposition to regard the suc- 
cess of the apostles as the result of their miracu- 
lous powers. This is entirely to lose sight of ob- 
jects for which the power of working miracles 
was conferred. Miracles were principally, if not 
exclusively, designed as a proof of their divine 
mission. And do we not now enjoy this same 
benefit from the miracles wrought by the apostles? 
Have we not such increased facilities, at the pre- 
sent day, for spreading abroad a knowledge of the 
Saviour’s name as to place us on an eminence 
even above those who laboured in the days of 
miracles? How many were miraculously con- 
verted in those days? Or how many, by witnes- 
sing the apostles’ miracles, were induced to em- 
brace the truth? Did they not, on the contrary, 
too generally strive so to account for them as to 
ward off the point of their testimony? No: the 
secret of their success is not to be found in the 
fact that they possessed the power of working 
miracles. They went forth with fidelity to the 
discharge of their duty, trusting implicitly in 
‘Christ, and Christ went with them as a glorious 
King, conquering and to conquer. They possessed 
more of the missionary spirit—more of the pure 
spirit of Christ. 

That this is the true account of the matter, we 
might adduce in evidence many portions of the 
history of modern missions. One instance, how- 
ever, must suffice. Only the last century records 
the example of a little devoted band, scattered and 
pealed by the withering blasts of adversity, collect- 
ing togetherand laying themselves and theirall upon 
the altar of their God. And although such was their 
poverty, and so sinall their number,* that no congre- 
gation of the same number and property in our coun- 
try, at the present time, even under imcomparably 
more favourable circumstances, would suppose 
themselves able to support the Gospel among 
themselves; yet their first business was to send it 
to the destitute. And with such zeal did they 
prosecute their enterprise, that had the whole 
Christian Church united and continued in the 
work with the same spirit and energy until the 
present time, the Gospel would now, in all human 
probability, be swaying its peaceful sceptre over 
every nation under heaven. But they had just 
emerged from the fires of persecution, where they 
had been purified from much of their dross, and fit- 
ted for their work. It may not here be unworthy a 
passing reflection, that unless we, as a Church, en- 
gage in the work to some extent, as our privileges 
and our opportunities demand, we may be called 
to pass through the same ordeal to prepare us 
to go forth to duty and to the enjoyment of our 
highest privilege. 

The question, however, is not now, whether the 
Church can afford to sustain the cause of missions, 
but whether she can yet afford to neglect it. Every 
true disciple of the Lord Jesus who has tasted the 
luxury of doing good will unhesitatingly answer, 
no. A candid, prayerful consideration of the whole 
subject will, I doubt not, lead the Church with one 
voice to answer, no. If we would keep the Gospel 
we must give the Gospel. 

Let us then take a calm and prayerful view of 
some of those considerations which go to show 
that the Church, as such, cannot afford to be de- 
prived of the privilege of engaging in the blessed 
work of publishing the Gospel to every creature. 

1. The first reason why the Church cannot af- 
ford to relinquish the work of missions, is because 
that work was a solemn trust reposed in her by 
her ascending, glorified Redeemer. It was not 
committed to angels but to men: not to men of 
the world, nor to them in connexion with Chris- 
tians; but to Christians alone—to the Church as 
it then existed. But if it be said this work was 
committed to the whole Church of Christ, and 


this will be cheerfully admitted and strenuously 
urged, but it by no means implied an amalgama- 
tion of sects. ‘Those disciples to whom this work 
was originally committed, believed that they were 
the true Church of Jesus Christ, organized in the 
form most agreeable to his will. Under such cir- 


* About six hundred men, women, and children, 


ail precept, the duty of giving liberally to the | 


it must be put to sacred use too. 


therefore one sect is as much bound as another, | 


cumstances, it would have been base infidelity to 
their Lord and Master either to have neglected 
the work committed to them or to have entrusted 
to other hands or to have propagated it in any 
other form. In this discussion, it is presupposed 
that Christians act on principles of common hon- 
esty, and that they sincerely believe that the form of 
church government and the doctrines of the church 
with which they have voluntarily connected them- 
selves, are most in accordance, of any other, with 
those delivered by our Saviour to his disciples. 
On the same principles then on which they were 
bound to disseminate the light of the Gospel is 
every Christian denomination now bound to do it 
in that form which they believe to be most in ac- 
cordance with the will of Christ. It is therefore 
the appropriate business of the Church, as such— 
her high prerogative. Christ said to his disciples, 
“Go YE into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature.” 

This command is enforced in the manner which 
is peculiar to the Gospel—not by the denunciation 
of severe penalties, or threats of coming wrath, 
but by a most precious promise. “ Lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the world,” Now, 
if there were no other consideration than that of 
common gratitude to urge the Church to this duty, 
angels and devils might stand amazed at the black- 
ness of that ingratitude which could requite such 
goodness and love as he has displayed towards her, 
with wilful disobedience to his parting injunction. 
But there are other considerations. ‘The Church 
is yet in the wilderness. She still needs the pillar 
of clond by day and of fire by night to guide her 
safely through. She needs an ever present, an 
Almighty protector all the way. How can this be 
secured? By a single-hearted, faithful obedience 
to the last command of her ascended Leader—the 
Captain of her salvation. Christ has marked out 
a way through the deepest darkness of that wil- 
derness for his Church to travel, and has promised 
to be found all along that way, even to the end— 
but along no other. In this sense alone can it be 
said he is not Omnipresent. Along that way he 
will be the pillar of cloud and of fire—that path 
he will strew with bread from heaven—in that 
path will that spiritual Rock, of which alone she 
must drink if she would satisfy her thirst, ever fol- 
low her—there he will comfort her in all her dis- 
tresses and minister to all her wants, and there he 
will fight her battles until he give her the final 
victory and lead her forth, no Jonger a church mili- 
tant, but a church triumphant, out of the wilder- 
ness of this world and put her into full possession 
of the heavenly Canaan. But Jet her depart from 
that path and she loses her way, the enemy will 
lead her captive at his will, and if she is eventually 
rescued and saved it will be “so as by fire.” 
When, therefore, the Church can afford to do 
without the presence of Christ in this world, she 
may venture to relinquish her peculiar privilege of 
sending the Gospel to the perishing nations of the 
earth. 

2. The great characteristic feature of the age is 
another strong reason why the Church cannot af- 
ford to do without the enterprise of missions. It 
is an age of enterprise—of enlarged, comprehen- 
sive, vigorous enterprise. ‘his master spirit is at 
work in the minds of men and must, yes, it will 
have an object, in some degree corresponding in 
magnitude with its own character. It is at work, 
and will work, whether it bless or curse a world. 
Let the Church open for it such a sphere as the 
missionary field, and give it a sanctified direction, 
and it will prove a blessing; otherwise, a mighty 
curse. And this peculiar feature of the age, which 
may prove so dangerous, is highly encouraging if 
seized in time and judiciously managed. Men are 
now awake to large undertakings; they do not 
feel it so great a sacrifice to contribute liberally, 
but appear ready to embark with their whole soul 
in any noble undertaking. Shall this opportu- 
nity be embraced with that wisdom which God 
gives his people when they ask in faith? Or can 
the Church afford to lose so great an advantage ! 
Can she afford to lie under the withering curse of 
such @ mighty influence? Can she aflord to be 
brought down from heaven to earth? to be secu- 
larized and made a mere earth-worrn to be trodden 
in the dust? Oh! that the Church were awake to 
the importance of this subject—-to perceive the real 
bearing of this feature of the times upon her in- 
terests, her spirituality, her extension, and her 
glory—to grasp with the mighty hand of faith 
those influences which must otherwise injure her 
prosperity, mar her beauty and tarnish her glory, 
and give thema hallowed direction. How much 
would she do to bless our ruined race. 

3. The Church wants use for her money. The 
Christian, when he joined himself to the Lord, 
said not “that aught of the things which he pos- 
sessed was his own.” It is indeed too true, 
awfully true, that many have, by an external pro- 
fession, cast in their lot with the people of God, 
while in reality they have ‘“ kept back part of the 
price.” But regarding only that which is pos- 
sessed by the real disciples of Christ, and how 
great an amount of consecrated property is there 
in the Church. ‘This property must be put to use 
or it will bring in no interest, and the Church is 
still too poor to lose the use of her money. And 
It brings not tlie 
right kind of interest any other way. Moreover, 
we have the infallible direction of the Great Head 
of the Church to employ it thus. Every blessing 
we enjoy is the purchase of the blood of the eter- 
nal Son of God, freely bestowed on us; and his di- 
rection is, “freely ye have received, freely give.” 
This is the only lawful use for consecrated pro- 
perty, and an attempt to make it produce an un- 
lawful kind of interest, may involve us in the loss 
of both principal and interest. Unconsecrated 
wealth must ever prove a curse to the Church. 
The cares of this world and the deceitfulness of 
riches will still choke the Word and render it un- 
fruitful. ‘The Church is not yet prepared to resist 
the blighting influence of unsanctified wealth. 
Let her then use her portion of this world’s goods 
as property consecrated to the service of Him who 
bought her with his own blood. Let her employ 
it in the wisest manner for the extension of his 
kingdom throughout this revolted, guilty world. 


One other of our Saviour’s injunctions may 
here afford light to direct us in the right use of 
our property. “Lay not up for yourselves trea- 
sures upon earth, where moth and rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves break through and steal ; 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal.” 
The former perish with the using, and often des- 
troy their possessor both soul and body. The lat- 
ter afford the richest enjoyment without the least 
alloy; and they leave no sting behind. They 
never fade away, but constitute a bright eternal 
treasure for all who follow these instructions. 
“ We brought nothing into the world, and it is 
certain we can take nothing out of it;” but here 
is a way in which we may transmit lasting trea- 
sures to heaven before us. When, therefore, we 
have laid up treasures enough in heaven to satisfy 
the eternally expanding desires of our immortal 
spirits, then, and not till then, can we afford to 
do without the cause of missions. 


GROWTH OF THE BELIEVER. | 


‘The growth of a believer is not like a mush- 
room, but like an oak, which increases slowly, in- 
deed, but surely. Many suns, showers, and frosts 
pass upon it before it comes to perfection; and 
though in winter it seems dead, it is gathering 
strength at the root.—Cowper. 


HOME CHRISTIANS. 


These are true christians. A late divine being 
asked what he thought of a certain pious indivi- 
dual, remarked, “I have never lived with him.” 
This is the true test. ‘That man who is what the 
Bible requires him to be, lets his light shine at 
home even more brightly than it does before the 


world, 


| From the Southern Christian Herald. 


ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF ARMINIAN VIEWS 
IN NEW ENGLAND, 


Letters on the Origin and Progress of Arminian views in 
New England, from a distinguished New England Min- 
ister of the Gospel, to one in the South. 


_LETTER V. 
February 23, 1837. 


My Dear Brother :—Dr. Woods published his 
letters to Dr. Taylorjn 1830. These letters were 
occasioned by the note to Dr. Taylor’s Concio ad 
clerum, in which he attempts to account for the ex- 
istence of sin, by supposing that its prevention in a 
moral system is impossible to God. 

In his first letter he makes some remarks on the 
proper manner of conducting theological discussion, 
the duty and responsibility of Theological Profes- 
sors, the danger of giving too much prominence to 
philosophical speculations in matters of religion, 
and the importance of conforming exactly to the 
word of God. In the second letter he attempts to 
ascertain the precise meaning of Dr. Taylor’s lan- 
guage. He understands him to maintain these two 
positions. “First. That sin is not the necessary 
means of the greatest good, and as such, so far as 
it exists, is not on the whole, preferable to holiness 
in tts stead. Second. That in a moral system, 
God could not prevent all sin, nor the present de- 
gree of it.’ Inthe third letter, he considers the 
question whether there is any thing in the nature 
of moral agency which renders it impossible for 
God to prevent sin, and shows that Dr. Taylor’s 
theory implies the independence of moral agents. 
On this point he says: 

“You hold that such is the nature of moral 
agency, that it was utterly impossible for God to 
prevent its perversion; that if moral beings existed, 
it was unavoidable that some of them should sin ; 
and that Omnipotence itself could not exert an in- 
fluence upon them sufficient to prevent this. Let 
God create moral beings any way he pleases; let 
him place them in the most favourable circum- 
stances, exert upon them the highest possible inftu- 
ence, and extend over them the must constant and 
most powerful protection; Jet him watch them with 
his Omniscient eye, and shield them with his Om- 
nipotent arm; still according to your theory, they 
will, at least some of them, fall into sin. You think 
there is in moral agency itself, a power so resistless, 
that it is impossible for God himself, however 
strong may be his desire, to prevent the existence, 
or even the present degree of sin.” (1.) 

In the fourth letter, he shows that God has a 
perfect control over the minds of all rational crea- 
tures, without, in the least degree, impairing their 
moral freedom. He also refutes the assertion of 
Dr. Taylor that the common theory limits the good- 
ness of God. In the fifth letter, he continues his 
examination of Dr. ‘Taylor’s reasoning from the 
nature of moral agency, and shows that to prevent 
the perversion of moral agency, is not necessarily to 
destroy it. In this letter he adduces direct proof 
that God is able to convert more sinners than are 
converted. 1. From his Omnipotence. 2. From 
what he has done. 3. From the requisition of 
prayer. 4. From the representation of scripture, 
that God converts men according to Ais will or 
pleasure. 

In the sixth letter, he considers the question 
whether God could have secured the holiness of 
any moral being without the influence of moral 
evil. He also attempts to ascertain the meaning 
of the position that stzis the necessury means of 
the greatest good, and in what sense it is true. 
Not that sin is good in its own nature and tendency, 
but that it is so overruled and counteracted as to 
be made to subserve a benevolent end. In the se- 
venth letter, he answers the objection of Dr. Tay- 
lor, that if sin is, on the whole, for the best, it is 
our duty to sin, and God connot be sincere in for- 
bidding it. He repels the insinuation that the or- 
thodox consider sin as “excellent in its nature and 
relations. (2.) On this point he says: 

“ Now Dear Brother, who holds the opinion 
which you here oppose and contrast witii your 
own! Whoamong all the ministers and friends 
of Christ, especially ameng the orthodox ministers 
and christians in this country, ever entertained an 
opinion so impious and shocking as that God con- 
sidered sin as “excellent in its nature and rela- 
tions,” or purposed it as such. Such a sentiment, 
I am bold to say, can be found in no ortliodox 
writer, and must be instantly repelled by every 
pious heart.—Why then, I ask, do you use Jan- 
guage which certainly implies, that this opinion is 
held by those from whom you differ? If you mean 
to convey this impression, then [ am constrained to 
say, that no calumniator of the ortliodox ever charg- 
ed them more injuriously.” 

In the eighth and last Ictter, he considers the 
practical influence of Dr. Taylor’s theory, as it uf- 
fects our views of the power of God—the blessed- 
ness of God—the system of his works—the extent 
of his dominion—the happiness of the good—sub- 
mission—prayer—and dependence on divine grace. 
He then closes with a friendly expostulation with 
Dr. ‘Taylor in regard to his speculations generally. 
I should be glad to quote largely from this letter, 
but I have room only for a few brief extracts. 

He says, “’The unqualified language which you 
sometimes employ respecting the natural state, the 
free will and powers of man, the nature and ne- 
cessity of divine influence, the manner of regene- 
ration, and other points alluded to there, is not, [I 
apprehend, in accordance either with the letter or 
the spirit of revelation, and will have an unpropi- 
tious influence upon the characters of men, upon 
revivals of religion, and upon the interests of the 
church. (3.) But on these subjects I would not 
enlarge at present, as I have intended to give my 
views respecting thei more fully in another way. 
But, my brother, you cannot surely think it strange, 
that serious disquietude and alarm should exist 
among us, in consequence of what you have pub- 
lished in relation to these subjects. For you well 
know that Calvinists, though not afraid of free dis- 
cussion, are sincerely and firmly attached to their 
articles of faith, and are not apt to be carried about 
with the changing opinions of others. Whether 
right or wrong, we have been accustomed to con- 
sider the controversy which early arose in the 
Church between the Orthodox and Pelagians, and 
which, after the Reformation, was continued be- 
tween the Lutherans and Calvinists on one side, 
‘and the Arminians or Remonstrants on the other, 
as of radical importance. (4.) Now how would you 
expect us to feel, and with our convictions, how 
ought we to feel, when a brother who has _ pro- 
fessed to be decidedly orthodox, and has had our 
entire confidence, and is placed at the head of one 


(1.) If this is necessarily so from the very nature of 
moral agency: then a prayer for preventing or quick- 
ening grace is addressed to the Divine impotency ; 
unless the petitioner implores the destruction of his 
moral nature. It must require a strong faith or much 
philosophy to pray at all with this form of belief. X. X. 


(2.) It is an old device of the opposers of truth, to 
charge their own profane inferences from scripture 
doctrine, as the tenets held by the orthodox. Paul es- 
caped not this calumny, “ we be slanderously reported 
and some affirm that we say “ Iet us du evil that good 
may come.”—Rom. 3. 8 X. X. 


(3.) These are the wnessential doctrines that the 
“old school” of our church think worth contending 
for. ‘There are, however, those in the Presbyterian 
Church who have attained the rank of “rulers in Is- 
racl,” who speak lightly of “abstract: truth,” and 
sneer at an honest defence of the above named doc- 
trine: as a wrangling about “ metaphysical theology.” 
We fear such men are beyond the ordinary influence 
of christian discussion, from an absence of the first 
elements of christian experience. Nicodemus was of- 
fended at the statement of the doctrine of regeneration, 
because he could not understand “ how these things 
can be,” John 3. 9. X. X 


(4.) The controversy referred to was of no more or 
higher import than that now going on in the Presby- 
terian Church. The same doctrines und those allied 
to them are involved at this time, the “ new school 
substantially denying most of the fundamental doc- 
trines of the Reformation. 4 


| views coincide with yours. 


of our theological schools, makes an attack upon 
several of the articles of our faith, and employs 
language on the subject of moral agency, free will, 
depravity, divine influence, etc., which is so like 
the language of Arminians and Pelagians, that it 
would require some labour to discover the differ- 
ence! And how would it be natural for us to feel, 
when such a brother adopts, on several controver- 
sial subjects, the language and opinions which 
have been adopted by the Unitarians, and when 
we find that Unitarians themselves understand him 
as agreeing with them, and making such agree- 
ment a subject of exultation? Would it not be- 
tray an indifference and remissness in us which 
you would think unaccountable, if such things ex- 
cited no solicitude in us respecting the cause 
which ought ever to be dearest to our hearts?” 
“1 have not adverted to this noticeable agreement 
in phraseology, and in reasoning between you and 
those I have mentioned for the purpose of stigma- 
tizing your theory, or as proof that it is erroneous.” 
“ But when we find you, on several interesting 
points, siding with these sects against the ortho- 
dox, and siding tvo with Dr. John Taylor against 
Edwards on some of the main questions at issue be- 
tween them, and when in addition to this, we find you 
on some points coinciding sonearly with the views of 
the French Philosophers, and shall I say, on other 
points, throwing out the very objections which we 
have so often heard from cavillers against ortho- 
doxy, it would certainly be strange, if none of our 
sensibilities were touched, and no concern or fear 
excited within usin regard to the tendency of 
your speculations. I acknowledge that on this 
subject, we may be mistaken, and that our fear 
may be groundless. And we will be anxiously 
looking for evidence to satisfy us that it isso. ‘To 
such evidence, we wiil open every avenue to our 
understandings and our hearts. But I feel myself 
constrained to say, that the theory which you 
adopt, in contradistinction to the common theory, 
appears to me, generally, so far as I understand it, 
to be unscriptural, and of dangerous tendency. 
And the more I examine it, the farther Iam from 
being satistied with it. And this is the case with 
the orthodox coimmunity to an extent, as 1 have 
reason to think, far beyond your appreiension. 
Compared with the whole body of Congregational 
and Presbyterian ministers, there are very few 
who embrace your opinions; and though my know- 
ledge may be defective, yet among all the Pro- 
fessors of our Theological Seminaries and Presi- 
dents of our Colleges, ] do not know of one, whose 
But although such 
has been the case with me and my brethren in the 
same oflice generally, we have been slow, perhaps 
too slow, to make a public declaration of our dis- 
sent. So far have we been from acting the part 
of assailants, that we have been very reluctant to 
come even to the work of self-defence.” In the 
mean time, you and your associates have been in- 
tent upon your object, and by preaching, and con- 
versation, and pamphlets, and especially by a popu- 
lar periodical, have been zealously labouring to 
propagate your tenets. At length, in conformity 
with the wishes of many, far and near, I have 
been induced to unite witii those respected minis- 
ters who have preceded me, not, be it remembered, 
in making an attack on you, as has been very in- 
cuutiously said, but in repelling your attack upon 
us and our brethren, and in defending our common 
and long established faith against what we con- 
ceive to be innovation and error. I most heartily 
regret the introduction of a controversy, which 
may turn off the minds of many from the great in- 
terests of religion, fill our churches with strife, 
and hinder the spread of the Gospel. Sut fur the 
evils of such a controversy, who is responsible ?” (5.) 
* If after all the efiurt I have made, I have mis- 


seems, although a teacher, has much to learn of 
that wisdom which should belong to men in respon- 

n the same number of the Christian Specta 
which contained the review of Dr. Wooda’s let — 
there was a review of Bellamy’s Treatise on the 
Wisdom of God in the Permission of Sin, in which 
the writer attempts to show, that Dr. Bellam 
maintained the theory of Dr. Taylor; whereas it 
was the express object of that treatise to over- 
throw this very theory. This misrepresentation 
and perversion of the sentiments of the venerable 
dead, is not among the least grounds of complaint 
against the New Haven divines. 

Your's, affectionately, 


From the Penny Sunday Reader. 


and she returned to him in the ark.’—Gen. viii. 9. 


In vain did the dove seek for a resting-place on 
the earth, for it was covered with water. She 
tried, but failed; and then returned into the safe 
ark, whose door was open to receive her. And 
where shall J find rest !—Not in the world, for it is 
covered with troubled waters; not in myself, for 
“in me dwelleth no good thing.” I must be in 
Christ. He is the ark. He whispers to me in 
the gentle vuice of encouragement and merey,— 
“Come unto me, and I will give you rest.” This 
is the only true rest for a Christian: this is “the 
rest which remaineth for the people of God ;” a 
rest begun here on earth, but perfected in heaven, 
when those who “ die in the Lord,” shall for ever 
“rest from their labour.” | 

See also, Micah ii. 10; Isaiah xxxii. 17, 18; 
Isaiah xxviii. 12; Heb. iv. 3; Rev. xxi. 4. 


From the Western (Methodist) Christian Advocate. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


The minority of the last General Assembly, dis- 
satisfied with several of the decisions of that body, 
met several times during their session, in order to 
take the most proper means to relieve the church 
trom what they believed to be the heresies of the 
New-school party—appointed a committee, who 
were empowered to take such measures as they 
would deem proper, to answer the contemplated 
purpose. ‘The committee have come to the con- 
clusion to call a Convention, to meet in Philadel- 
phia, on the second ‘'hursday in May next, which 
is one week before the session of the General As- 
sembly in the same place. Into the eontroversy 
existing in this church we have not entered; and 
we see no reason why we should at any future 
time enter. We cannot, nor do we wish to con- 
ceal our opinions, that we entertain great fears 
respecting the orthodoxy of the Presbyterian 
church, if those of the New-school will finally tri- 
umph. ‘Though we do dissent, on several points of 
doctrine, from true Calvinists; yet we much prefer 
the old system to any of its recent editions, which, 
we fear, contain elements either ruinous or very 
injurious to the interests of true religion. Another 
word we must say, and it is the following: That 
we cannot reconcile it to honesty or consistency 
for ministers to subscribe to the Presbyterian Con- 
fession of Faith, and Form of Discipline, unless 
they sincerely believe in the one, and cordially 
submit to and exercise the other, according to the 
plain grammatical sense of the language in which 
they are expressed. 


A PERSECUTED CHRISTIAN. 


“What great matter,” caid a heathen tyrant to 
a Christian, while he was beating him almost to 


apprehended the true sense of the passages in your 
serivon, to which J have attended ; I shall hope for 
such explanations fom you, as will eflectually cor- 
rect my mistake. And you will keep in mind, that 
the mustake, if there is one, exists among your 
readers extensively. Do you not owe it then to 
the public, to give a clear, unambiguous, and full 
exhibition of the peculiarities of your system, so 
that there may be no longer any complaint of ob- 
scurity, or any suspicion of concealment. If it be 
true, that your system agrees with that of Edwards 
and Dwight and New England ministers gene- 
rally ; the public should be satisfied of this. Or if 
anew system is to be introduced, and a new sect 
formed, with a new name, and new measures to 
extend itself, and a new and separate interest; 
then the pubiic ouvht to have the ineans of under- 
standing exactly what the new system is, and what 
is to be the new sect. The difficulty lies not at 
all between you and me, personally, but between 
you, and the Christian community. And if you 
will in any way satisfy them that you do not en- 
tertain the views which have been i:nputed to you; 
if you will satisfy them, that you agree in your doc- 
trinal belief; as you profess to do, with Edwards and 
Dwight; Land others shall have nothing more to 
do, but to testify our joy, that our mistake has 
been corrected, and our entire confidence in you 
restored; and so the whole matter may come at 
once to a happy termination.” 

These letters were read with deep interest by 
the ministers of New England; and were exten- 
sively regarded as a complete refutation of the 
theory of Dr. ‘Taylor. They were also admired 
for the candour and Christian spirit by which they 
are signally characterized.* Such, however, was 
not the judgment passed upon them by the New 
Haven Divines. In their review of them in the 
Christian Spectator, they speak of them as being 
filled with evasions and misrepresentations, and as 
being pervaded by a “ personal incivility,” which 
is “* without a parallel in our churches for the last 
thirty years.” (6.) It may be interesting to know 
the opinion of an impartial critic on the other 
side of the Atlantic. Dr. John Pye Smith, in 
the London Eclectic Review, after speaking in 
high commendation of the reasoning of Dr. Woods 
in these letters, adds, “The soundness of Dr. 
Woods’s argument, so far as it is opposed to 
the theory of Dr. Taylor, is not the only merit 
which these letters possess. They afford an ex- 
cellent example of the close and pressing pur- 
suit of an antagonist, without (as we can per- 
ceive) the slightest improper feeling. There 1s 
no vaunting, no contempt; there are no anathe- 
mas, and no imputations; (7.) but many serious, 
and seasonable cautions, the fruit of experience 
and sound piety, addressed to one who, as it 


(5.) If poison has been taken “in act,” we have 
no sympathy with that “ charity” that would arrest 
the antidote in action, lest it might be offensive, or 
cause some intestine commotions, or give pain to the 
patient. ‘The case demands tle remedy. ‘The patient 
must have it or die. X. X. 


*The Rev. Dr. Humplircy after reading these letters, 
remarked, that they resemb!ed the waters of one o 
our northern lakes; very deep, and very clear; so 
clear that a stranger sometimes thinks they are 
shallow. 


(6.) Though the sheep was drinking in the stream 
below ; still the muddying of his water afforded the 
wolf (in the fable) not “a truc cause,” surely, but “an 
occasion” for complaint. | X. X. 


(7.) We think there is an error of an opposite kind. 
If the doctrines of the gospel are defended with the 
whole soul, passion will be exhibited, unless indeed a 
man has actually “attained” ‘as well as believed in) 
perfection. The truth in our day has suffered much 
from the tame, cold, and lifeless spirit with which it 
has been sustained. Men fear too much their amiable 
and christian temper will be called in question. 

The spirit of Paul and the other Apostles and that 
which animated Luther, Calvin, Knox, and other re- 
formers would shock the sickly sensibilities of modern 
feeling ; and would be denounced as wholly uncharita- 
ble and unworthy the christian cause. Hence it is 
that our defenders of the faith cannot persuade a large 
part ofthe Church much less the world that fundamen- 
tal and vital principles are involved in their discus- 
sions. They do not stand upon the walls, ery aloud, 
sound the alarm and blow the trumpet, but they spea 
of war in “ peaceful parlance.” Is such a course con- 
sistent with christian obligation to the world and to 


the deceived and deluded? Esek. 33. 8. 


death, “ What great matter did Christ ever do for 
you?” “Even this,’ answered the Christian, 
“that I can forgive you, though you use me sa 
cruelly.” 


For the Presbyterian. 
CHRIST IN THE SEPULCHRE. 
Ile had expired—the last—the bitter cry 
Of agony was over—the stout hearts 
E’en of the murd’rous band quiver’d with fear, 
For rocks themselves had rent, and slumv’ring 


dead 
Had started, at the dread catastrophe. 
The day—that awful day—those bloody hours 
Had pass’d—The sun, who early shrunk away 
From the sad spectacle, might now retire, 
For ’twas his custoinary time of rest— 
Even had come—The “rich man” had obtain’d 
‘The bleeding body—and already had es 
The tun’ral honors of the rich, devout 
Disciple been conferred, and Jesus laid 
In the “new sepulchre.” 


i! what an evening that 
To the small company who saw their hopes, 
And sanguine expectation buried now, 
In the same tomb! 
Fear, disappointment, and suspense, weigh’d down 
Their spirits—and themselves, skulking perhaps, 
Were ready now to abandon all for lost. 
lig was no more. E’en motionless in death— 
The pallid face—the glassy cye—the frame _ 
Cold, stiff} inanimate—and where was now, 
A gleam of hope remaining? all was gloom— 
The sturdy watchmen held their dread patrol 
Around the sepulchre—and the sealed stone - 
Laid firm against the entrance— 
If, peradventure it might be fulfill’d 
That —— should wake again from death’s em- 
race, 
The rock—the stone—the seal—the bloody guard 
Alas! more stern than death, would drown their 
hopes 

Again, and all was gloom. 
The ‘third day’ drew nigh—The vet’ran soldier, 
Pacing with firmer step as on it comes, 
Was ready to anticipate his joy, 
As the disciples should confess defeat— 
And this their plot, feasible otherwise, 
Thro’ him should meet with disappointment due. 
But see! dis done! A mighty angel, tall, 
Rides the swift light’ning, nor a moment waits, 
But hurls the massive stone back from the tomb; 
And while before him drops the sturdy guard 
Prostrate motionless—Jesus comes forth ! 

L. D. B. 


| For the Presbyterian. 
THE MISSIONARY’S FAREWELL. 


(To an intimate Friend.) 
The soul may feel what friendship is 
But men can not define it 
Save they alone who’ve felt the bliss 
Of Christian hearts united. 


f Oh! could those hours return to me 


Which we have spent together ! 
But why this tear? It cannot be 
That we must part forever. 


Ah! is itso? No—Nature shrinks 
And turns with inward sighing. 

It must be so—a voice replies— 
Benighted souls are dying. 


I give thee then my parting hand— 

Farewell dear Christian brother. 

“ Farewell? How long?”’—“ our ebbing sand— 
We then shall meet forever.” 


‘Shall meet again?” Then why this tear? 
Shall meet—sound full of pleasure 

A voice that dwells upon the ear, 

It seems a heavenly treasure. 


Shall meet again—We oft have met 
And side by side have bended, 

Ere long in Heaven we hope to sit 
Where prayers and tears are ended. 


1. | This cheers the soul, though born to part 


With all on earth endearing— 
And when the farewell tear doth start, 


E’en then it still is cheering. S. R. 


“ But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, , 
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the kindness of his feelings, he was disposed to 


' however, has always appeared to us to be proof 


_ understood, and if peradventure he should be mis- 
understood, he can in few words set matters right. 
A few explicit declarations are sufficient; con- 


unless he can explain it away. 


- Mes, and yet by a new interpretation of it, the 


not order you to hang him ?”’ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


BATURDAY, APRIL 22, 1837. 


TERMS. Two Dollars and Fifty cents in advance. 
Three Dollars if not paid in advance. 


Da. Lerrer.—The Letter of Dr. 
Miller will-be read with interest, and will go far 
to Vindicate the consistency of the course he has 
pursued. Our only regret in relation to this esti- 
mable man, has arisen from a supposition, that in 


treat with too much leniency, the men who now 80 
bitterly revile him, and of whose character and in- 
tentions, he is now fully apprized. To save the 
Church from division by a union of the orthodox 
with old Hopkinsians, may be questioned as a 
point of doubtful policy. Hopkinsionism, although 
& more mitigated form of error, was the precursor 
of the more fatal heresy which has followed. The 
Church tobe safe must come back to her Standards, 
and for these, for the whole of these, and nothing but 
these, must be her motto. 


_ Corresponpence.—We have taken the liberty 
of extracting the following from a private letter, di- 
ected to us by an esteemed correspondent at the 
South. 
“If things should go right and there is any 
prospect of the stability of our institutions, there 
are men and means enough, with the divine bles- 
sing, to carry forward the great objects of enlarg- 
ing and giving prosperity to our Zion. But in the 
present state of insecurity and impending danger of 
division and prevailing heresy, none here are wil- 
ling to hazard their property. If the next Assem- 
bly shall take the work of Foreign Missions into 
their own hands, there are two persons here who 
are ready to pledge themselves for the support of 
one Missionary in any foreign field in perpetuo; 
and one of these individuals has heretofore been an 
annual subscriber of $100 to Dr. Peter’s Home 
Missionary Society, but is so no longer.”’ 


’ Acencies.—In another column may be found a 
series of resolutions adopted by the Presbytery of 
the District of Columbia, on the subject of agen- 
cies, which we apprehend were designed to ex- 
clude the agents of our Ecclesiastical Boards from 
that Presbytery. Voluntary Societies are not 
bound to pay any respect to the decisions of eccle- 
siastical judicatories, and of course, the District 
of Columbia is open to their operations. ‘That they 
will take advantage of it, there can be no doubt. 
We of course will watch them closely, and if they 
are cordially received, we will then be able to un- 
derstand the true intent of the resolutions. We 
understand that the Moderator of the Presbytery, 
whose official signature accompanies the resolu- 
tions, was entirely opposed to their adoption. 


Dr. Beecnen.—tThe critical state of the Pres- 
byterian Church and the prospect of an ultimate 
separation, render it important to ascertain where 
every leading theologian is likely to take his posi- 
tion, and for this end it is lawful that the opinions 
of all who have assumed to lead the church, should 
be fully and fearlessly canvassed. Among these 
Dr. Beecher has obtained no inconsiderable pro- 
minence, and as he has freely employed the press, 
the nature of his theological creed may justly be 
estimated by his acknowledged writings. It is 
well known that the soundness of his theological 
views has been questioned, and that he has been 
violently suspected of having embraced the Pela- 
gian scheme, which has of late been revived at New 
Haven. We have been inclined to entertain this 
impression ae but too well founded, not merely 
from the tone of general rumour, but from his own 
explicit language. It is beyond all contradiction 
a fact, that he has in terms too explicit to be mis- 
understood, acknowledged his disbelief of original 
sin as it is stated in our standards, and with the 
New Haven divines, has maintained that all sin 
conaists in voluntary action; and yet in his views 
of theology recently published, he has on these 
points assumed theorthodox ground. In his last 
publication he has avowed doctrines which in his 
former publications he has directly assailed. How 
is this! Has he changed his views? If so, it 
would all be well, and he should be restored to the 
confidence of the orthodox; but in despite of the 
manifest discrepancy, he avers that the theology 
which he has recently published, is the theology 
which he has always believed and taught! He not 
only does not acknowledge that his views on certain 
points were erroneous, but he declares that his be- 
lief is unchanged, although at one time he utterly 
denies the doctrine of imputation, and at another ad- 
mits it. Here is ground for suspicion. Dr. Taylor 
of New Haven and Mr. Barnes have acted in pre- 
cisely the same way. When hard pressed, they 
have explained, until it seems to be a cruelty to 
suspect their orthodoxy. This double dealing, 


positive of a lurking heresy—it is the very genius 
of heresy to conceal, equivocate, and explain. One 
who is truly orthodox is seldom suspected ; he has 
seldom reason to complain that he kas been mis- 


scious rectitude prevents the necessity of the end- 
Jess and ambiguous explanations which are now 
by certain men, continually resorted to. ‘These 
remarks are suggested by the perusal of a Review of 
Dr. Beecher’s views in ‘Theology, in the April 
nomber of the Biblical Repertory. -* It is a sifting 
review as far as completed, and it will most seri- 
ously affect the orthodox reputation of Dr. Beecher, 
We hope the re- 
view will be extensively read. 


Latirupe or InrerPreraTion.—The language 
of the Confession of Faith, until recently, was ad- 
mired for its explicitness, but what may not be 
aceomplished by new light! It is discovered, that 
it has two totally distinct meanings ; it may teach 
Calvinism or Pelagianism just as men please to 
interpret it. It is in fact very copious. ‘The fol- 
lowing anecdote may serve as an illustration. A 
Turkish officer displeased at a peasant for not 
bringing what he considered a sufficient contribu- 
tion of corn to the government granary, ordered him 
to be hanged. . This seemed to be a very plain or- 


t was found alive the next day. ++ How is 


this,” said the officer to the executioner, ‘did I | controversy would cease. 
“I did hang him,” | thoroughly joined together in one mind. 
- aid the exesutioner, “ but as you did not say Aill|sion would show where every man stands, and 
would strip the mask from some who now pretend 


him, I tied the rope in such a way that his feet 


in whom they have justly lost confidence. 
tainly can be a source of no pleasure to remain in 
the society of those who ridicule the truth, laugh 
and mock at the grief of those who mourn over the 
increase of error; and who have shown Bo little re- 
gard to their obligations hitherto, as seriously to 
awaken the suspicion that they would tolerate the 
most radical errors. 


Division.—Although the division of the Pres- 
byterian Church is an event to be deprecated, yet 
it ought not to be concealed, that it may become a 
matter of necessity. The question must soon be 
settled, whether the true friends of the Presbyte- 
rian constitation are to succeed in their efforts to 
preserve it from gradual, but certain dilapidation ; 
or whether they are merely to be tolerated, (if even 
that favour be extended to them,) in their own 
church. We have never been reckoned among 
those who have lightly regarded the activity and 
strength of the opposing party, and each year has 
tended to prove the justness of the alarm which 
long sinee we sounded, of the extent of the cor- 
ruption prevailing, and of the inevitable results to 
which it would lead if not seasonably arrested. 
The crisis long anticipated is at length approach- 
ing, and it becomes every orthodox Presbyterian 
to prepare for it with becoming fortitude. There 
can be no danger in hoping for the best, and there 
can be no security but in preparing for the worst. 
We have already expressed our opinion what 
should be done for the reformation of the Church, 
provided the orthodox have the majority in the 
next Assembly; and we have given it as our unal- 
terable conviction, that in a contrary event, it will 
be the wisdom of the orthodox to separate. The 
latter alternative should become familiar to every 
mind as one of probable occnrrence. We are aware 
that many are extremely reluctant to entertain the 
thought of division, from the fact that many prac- 
tical difficulties must attend its operation. We 
wish not to conceal any of these difficulties ; they 
should all be carefully weighed before any deci- 
sive plan is adopted. But what are these diffi- 
culties ? 

1. Churches would be rent by such a measure. 
True, but the evil has to a very great extent occur- 
red already; churches are rent; where it was pos- 
sible the parties have filed off under their respec- 
tive leaders, and no further separation could take 
place but such as would conduce to the peace of 
individual churches. Some orthodox churches 
might be reduced in numbers by the change, but 
there would be strength in this weakness; they 
would no longer be in the condition of a house di- 
vided against itself; in the separate condition they 
might, in the present, they could not stand. In 
the very worst aspect, the fermentation would be 
temporary and wou!d soon subside. 


2. There would be great alienation between 
those who had formerly acted together. 


The parties have not for years acted together, 
but in direct opposition to each other, and the 
alienation could under no possible circumstances 
be greater than it is at present. The alienation 
might be continued after a separation had taken 
place, but the unhappy collisions among those 
nominally of the same family, would cease. 


3. A separation would deprive the orthodox of 
their fands, which have been contributed by or- 
thodox men for orthodox purposes. 


True, but they will be deprived of these funds 
whether they stay or go. If as a minority they 
remain in the Church, the management of the funds 
and institutions will inevitably be taken ont of 
their hands. This must be expected, and for the 
evil there is no redress. As they will not be able 
in either case to prevent the wicked perversion of 
these funds, no argument can be derived from the 
loss of them, against division. Besides, if these 
funds are to be sacrilegiously wrested from the 
hands of their proper guardians, God will not fail 
to provide for those, who, in faithfulness to his 
cause, have suffered the loss. 


4. It is said, the Presbyterian Church will lose 
her moral influence by division. 

She has already lost her moral influence by the. 
prevalence of error, and has become a reproach 
from her inability to sustain her own constitution. 
This moral influence would infallibly be restored 
to that party, who should show by their conduct, 
that they were willing to suffer the loss of all 
things for the sake of the truth. 

5. The orthodox would be deprived of the name 
by which they are now distinguished. 

We have no idea that this would be the case ; 
they would still constitute the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States, and their constitution would 
remain unchanged in a single feature. 

Now on the other hand let us for a moment 
weigh the evils of remaining in the Church, should 
the New-school have the ascendancy. 


1. If they have the majority in the next Assem- 
bly, it will be a proof, that the power is in their 
hands, and that there it will continue. None we 
presume are so sanguine as to suppose that that. 
power would ever again change hands. Error is 
more rapidly diffused than truth; the history of 
the Presbyterian Church for the last six or eight 


years, affords a sad proof of this; and it is well 
known that the anti-Presbyterian party have much 
great-r resources and much more powerful engines 
for increase, than the orthodox. If they shall once 
obtain the ascendancy therefore, they will unques- 
tionably retain it. 


2. This being admitted, the situation of the or- 
thodox would become grievous in the extreme. 


‘They would at best, be merely tolerated; they 


would exert no influence; they would not dare to 
bear testimony against error; they would be com- 
pelled to witness the adoption of measures un- 
friendly to the truth; they would see without be- 
ing able to prevent, the perversion of the funds; 


and by countenancing such acts by their presence, 


they would be partakers in other men’s sins. 


3. The orthodox party would gradually melt 
away under such influences. One after another 
would unite with other churches; others perhaps 
would be seduccd into error and unite with the do- 
minant party ; and those who remain firm, would 


be harrassed in a thousand ways, and gradually, 
but certainly, be thrown out of the church. 


4. Error would triumph, and there would be no 


distinet party which would, or rather could, throw 
the least obstruction in its path. 
| triumph under the very sanction of the orthodox; 
by the very Church, of which they continued a 
part, it would be most sedulously propagated. 


Yes, error would 


Now let us again look at the advantages of di- 


vision. 


1. The orthodox would be separated from anes 
It cer-| 


2. There would be peace. ‘The necessity for 
The orthodox would be 
A divi- 


fouched the ground.”’ ‘True, true,”’ said the | to belong to neither party. 


officer, “ Argbsc ts very copious; the next time, I 
grill eay- Kill.” 


3. Orthodoxy under these circumstances would 


again make its influence be felt; it would no lon- 


ger be, as it has for years been, a light placed un- 
der a bushel. 
4. The orthodox judicatories would meet in har- 


‘mony ; there would no longer be disgraceful colli- | 


sions; there would be cordiality, friendship, confi- 
dence; and measures of the most decided kind 
might be prepared and acted on, without any ne- 
cessity for trimming and weakening their force, to 
save the feelings or suit the prejudices of certain 
equivocal brethren. 

5. There would be a return of confidence in the 
Church, which would effectually bring into action 
her liberality. It is well known that many give 
much less to our Institutions, than their disposition 
would dictate, and many entirely withhold their of- 
ferings, lest they should merely be increasing the 
funds which are eventually to be perverted. The 
return of confidence would be unfolding the re- 
sources of the orthodox party. 

6. By adivision marked and decided, New-school 
papers, and New-school voluntary associations, 
might be effectually prevented from operating 
among orthodox churches. ‘The present union gives 
them free access—they come with a Presbyterian 
name and Presbyterian credentials—and the people 
are often imposed on most grievously. In the other 
case they would be marked and avoided. 

7. In such an event the orthodox without fear 
of the New-school, might exclude from their semi- 
naries unsound professors and students; they 
might in their Education and Missionary Societies, 
restrict their aid to those who were -known to be 
sound in the faith; and they might establish mis- 
sions among the heathen. These things they can- 
not at present effectually do. 

8. Orthodox churches, when they should be- 
come vacant, would know where to apply for min- 
isters of the right kind, and would not be subject 
to imposition as they now are. New-school men 
have often, by a concealment of their real senti- 
ments, obtained settlements in orthodox churches, 
and have inthe end either perverted or ruined them. 
Against such men the Churches would be warned, 
and the danger from easy access would -be obvia- 
ted, by the entire separation of the two parties into 
two distinct Churches, between which there would 
be no further intercourse. : 

9. The orthodox if separated from errorists 
might expect the blessing of God. By their com- 
promising and tampering spirit hitherto, they have 
fallen under the frown of the Almighty, and have 
been severely chastised. The favour of God 
would be restored on such evidence of a return to 
faithfulness. 

10. A separation would be the most effectual 
method of arresting the progress of error, When 
the errorists should be left ina Church by them- 
selves, they would soon awaken universal suspi- 
cion, and in their quarrels among themselves, they 
would soon lose their influence. Orthodoxy is 

ow used by them as a blind to promote their 
wn dangerous opinions. | 

11. If the orthodox were once more left to them- 
selves, they could from their past experience, adopt 
more effectual measures to keep the Church pure. — 


Such are the different aspects of the question 


briefly presented. Let the orthodox therefore not 
be afraid to encounter the alternative of division. 
Let them be firm, fearless, and united, and nothing 
need be feared. 


Tue Tuirv.—The Third Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia has, in a series of resolutions, 
expressed its decided disapprobation of the Con- 
vention. ‘I'he third Presbytery of New York, 
the gennine sister of the former, has also adcpted 
resolutions condemning the Convention. 


MinisTERIAL INFLUENCE.—It cannot fail 
to have been remarked, that contrasting the present 
with a former age, a very sensible diminution in 
the respect paid to the ministerial character, has 
taken place. The blind reverence which an igno- 
rant papist shows for his priest is neither suitable 
nor required; nor is it to be expected that the 
ministerial office will secure respect where it is 
found associated with an unbecoming deportment; 
but the sanctity of the office, when honestly and 
faithfully sustained, demands, not only from the 
nature of the case, but from the express command 
of God, the deepest respect of all for whose benefit 
the office was instituted. We do not speak of 
the admiration which superior talents, and particu- 
larly eloquence, may command, but of the affection, 
attention, and reverence which are due to a faithful 
exhibition of the truth, and in a measure to him 
who is the sincere and willing instrument in its 
exhibition. A disposition to decry ministers of 
the Gospel, necessarily leads to a low estimation 
of their office, and consequently prevents the good 
effects which are intended to be produced by it; 
and it may safely be presumed, that the compara- 


the preaching of the Gospel, may be attributed to 
the too common practice of discussing the merits 


of ministers with a freedom which borders on con- 


ternpt, and often denunciation. The people it is 
true cannot be blind to the faults of their ministers; 
they cannot but see that they are men of like pas- 
sions with themselves ; yet still these faults should 
not be the theme of common discourse, or be need- 
lessly exaggerated, and above all should never be 
suffered to interfere with the respect which be- 
longs to the office which Paul “magnified.” If 
a congregation should desire the blessing of God 
to rest upon thera, and the work of God to prosper 
in the midst of them, let them revere the ambassa- 
dors of Christ; respect their high calling; be 
lenient to their faults; attentive to their instruc- 
tions ; affectionate to their persons; and disposed 
always to regard them as though God was, through 
them, beseeching sinners to be reconciled. 
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tively inefficient results which at present attend | 


ple that it may be the duty ofa judicatory to warn 


INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letter from 
Princeton, to the Rev. John McElhenney, ef 
Virginia. 
Rev. and dear Brother—Your letter of March 
7th found me on a bed of sickness, to which I was 
confined for more than three weeks. I am now, 
by the blessing of God, slowly regaining my 
strength, and am just beginning again, with great 
caution, to resume the use of my pen. 
You ask me to state “ whether I know of any 
‘ Fatalists’ in our Church.” My explicit answer 
is, Ido not. I know of no minister in the Presby- 
terian Church who carries the doctrines of Predes- 
tination and Election further than the judicious, 
rational and scriptural manner in which they are 
represented in the Confession of Faith and Cate- 
chisms of our beloved Church. I suppose Armini- 
ans and Pelagians would call the doctrine of our 
public standards on these subjects fatalism, and you 
and me fatalists for adhering to them. But so 
would not the apostle Paul; so would not Luther 
or Calvin, if they could new be consulted ; so would 
not the venerable John Newton, or Thomas Scott 
of the Church of England, if their writings may 
decide the question. | 

It is indeed true that I have, in a few cases, 
heard ministers in our communion speak of the in- 
ability of the impenitent sinner in a manner which 
seemed to me adapted to make an impression on 
the popular ear unfavourable to his moral agency 
and accountability. And yet it is due to truth to 
say, that, in all such cases, when an explanation 
was sought, J found that | differed from the speak- 
ers chiefly, and for the most part, only, in language. 
When they said that man, by nature, is unable, in 
any sense, to turn to God, and keep his command- 
ments, they meant only that he has no ability, as 


all the faculties constituting a moral and accounta- 
ble agent—yet- of that mMoRAL ABILITY, which 
is the grand sine qua non to all obedience, he is 
entirely destitute ; and, of course, that while thus 
destitute, he is, in no sense that can avail him, 
able to perform his duty. Isthiserroneous? Is it 
not impregnable truth! Do those who hold it de- 
serve the name of fatulists? It is impossible to be- 
lieve that any enlightened and candid judge can 
make this estimate of the matter. 

I have now answered the only question you pro- 
posed to me, with all the explicitness and candour 
of which I am capable. And as you inform me that 
yon wish my answer for the purpose of making it 
public, I hope you will pardon my addressing it to 
you, in the first instance, through a public me- 
dium. 

Having thus, reverend and dear brother, de- 
spatched what I have to say on the foregoing sub- 
ject, allow me to make this letter the channel of a 
few reinarks on another. Having been associated 
with you in all the conflicts ofthe last two General 
Assemblies, I feel a fraternal interest and confi- 
dence in you, which embolden me to dwell on 
some things respecting myself, which I am per- 
suaded will not be wholly indifferent to you, and 
through you to communicate them to the public. 


1835, my course as a member of that body, which 
you witnessed throughout, has been made, in va- 
rious quarters, the subject of unfriendly and severe 
remark. By some, within the bounds of your Sy- 
nod, with decorum, yet with decided censure. By 
some other writers and speakers in more northern 
Synods, of coarser minds, with more acrimonious 
and unmeasured vituperation. The amount of the 
charge brought by these brethren is, that the course 
which I took, and the principles which I advocated 
in the General Assembly of 1835, were very dif- 
ferent from my former professions and course, and 
manifested a timid and pliant submission to the 
brethren of the Act and Testimony, and to the 
Convention and Memorial which: they formed. 

Now even if every part of this charge had been 
true to the letter, what great crime would it have 
involved! Surely there were brethren who signed 
that document, and attended the Convention, with 
whom any man might consider it as an honour to 
be found in company and in co-operation. They 
were among the most venerable ministers in the 
Presbyterian Church for age, wisdom, experience, 
piety, and valuable services. Suppose I had been 
materially influenced by the advice of such men, 
and had in some measure altered my course in con- 
formity with it, would there have been any thing 
either discreditable or criminal in this? When I 
think of the character of such a man as Dr. Green, 
one of the number, who has been labouring without 
weariness for the Presbyterian Church for fifty 
years, and who has probably done more for pro- 
moting her essential interests than any other man 
now living; and when I reflecton the manner in 
which he has been spoken of and treated by men 
of yesterday, who would find it extremely difficult 
to point to any record of theirservices to our be- 
loved Zion, and who scarcely know enough of her 
history to understand what others have done; I 
scarcely know how to express my indignation. 

But the truth is, the charge a'leged has not a 
shadow of foundation. And, happily, the documents 
tu prove it entirely groundless, are public and un- 
deniable. My “ Letters to Presbyterians” were 
first published in the winter and spring of 1833. 
They had been widely circulated in the Presbyte- 
rian, and were all collected intoa volume, andon sale 
in the city of Philadelphia, prior to the meeting of 
the General Assembly of that year. In those 
** Letters,” I publicly and zealously maintained the 
following opinions: 

1. That every Presbytery has a right to be satis- 
fied with regard to the character of every candi- 
date for admission into their body, even though he 
should come from another Presbytery with clean 
papers ; and, if necessary, to examine him for this 

urpose. 

2. That the erection of Church Courts on the 
principle of “ Elective Affinity”—that is, judicato- 
ries not bounded by geographical limits, but erected 
with a chief regard to diversities of doctrinal be- 
lief, and ecclesiastical polity—is contrary to the 
letter and spirit of the Constitution of our Church, 
and opens a wide door for mischiefs of the most se- 
rious and ruinous character. 

3. That itis the duty of the Presbyterian Church 
to engage with zeal in the work of missions, foreign 
and domestic; and also in training her own candi- 
dates for the ministry :—that the Boards of their 
own Church ought to be first sustained by sound 
and consistent Presbyterians; and after them vo- 
luntary associations of a promising and useful 
charactef. 

4. That there was too much reason to believe, 


fidelity against their admission into our body. 


Those who will take the trouble to look over 
the proceedings of the General Assembly for 18335, 
will perceive that these four positions, were pre- 
cisely those acts of the Assembly of that year which 
gave most offence to our brethren of the New- 
school, and for actively concurring in which ] have 
been most severely censured by them, and repre- 
sented as having deserted my former ground, and 
acted an inconsistent part. Surely no charge was 
ever more unjust. All the priuciples above stated, 
I had openly avowed, and steadfastly maintained, 
two full years before the meeting of the General 
Assembly of 1835, or the Convention which imme- 
diately preceded it, and more than a year before 
the Act and Testimony or the Convention was 
thought of. 

There was another principle adopted by the 
General Assembly of 1835, for concurring in which 
I am charged with being a new and pliable con- 
vert to high church doctrines. I mean the princi- 


the Church against a corrupt or dangerous book, 
without being bound, in all cases, to arraign the 
author for heresy. But it so happens, that, as far 
back as 1831, when, as a member of the General 
Assembly of that year,and as chairman of a com- 
mittee in the case of Mr. Barnes, it became my 
duty to draft a report for that committee, the origi- 
nal report, as drawn by me, declared, that every 
judicatory had a right to express its opinion of er- 
roneous books, and that it might be a duty todo so 
in cases in which it was not necessary to arraign 


the Rev. Samuel Miller, D. “D. of |*2* 
e the Presbytery of New Brunswick, of which I 


to this matter, which can avail him to the attain-. 
ment of the object—that, though fully possessed of 


Ever since the rise of the General Assembly of 


that certain specified doctrinal errors, of a very se- | 
rious and lamentable character were adopted and ' wont to co-operate, nothing has been further from 
pubjished by ministers in our church; and that it’ my policy than trimming or concealment. 

tehoved all our judicatories to purge out such er- | 


rors, and to guard with the utmost vigilance and 


the committee, very much to “~— regret, and 
inst my earnest remonstrance. The same prin- 
ciple was also adopted and embodied in a resolution 


am a member, in which resolution | heartily con- 
curred, a number of inonths before the meeting of 
the Assembly of 1835, or of the Convention which 
has been so often referred to. 

By the way, before taking leave of the commit- 
tee of which I was chairman in the case of Mr. 
Barnes, in 1831, it may not be improper to state, 
that for that ‘report I have had, ever since, a sort 
and a degree of credit from my New-school breth- 
ren, to which I was never justly entitled. The re- 
port in question was praised by them for its mild 
and accommodating spirit. It was not, strictly 
speaking, my report; nor was it formed agreeably 
to my wishes, though, as the chairman of the com- 
mittee, I presented it to the Assembly. In the 
committee I contended fora report much less agree- 
abte to the friends of Mr. Barnes; and at length 
when [ found that a majority of the committee 
could not be brought to accede to my views, I in- 
formed them that I should think it my duty to dis- 
avow concurrence in it, before the Assembly, which 
I accordingly did in the most explicit and public 
manner. 

Further still; when, in the memorial of the Con- 
vention, in 1835, some measures were proposed and 
urged on the General Assembly, which I had re- 
ferred to, in my “ Letters to Presbyterians,” with 
disapprobation and resistance, 1 continued openly 
and firmly to resist their adoption by the Assembly; 
and they were accordingly, if my memory does not 
deceive me, not one of them adopted by that body. 
Those who will do me the justice to compare my 
* Letters’’ with the memorial of the Convention, 
and with the doings of the Assembly of 1835, will 
perceive at once the meaning and the evidence of 
this statement. 

But it is alleged, that in 1833, when I wrote my 
«‘ Letters to Presbyterians,” I expressed an opinion 
that, though decidedly in favour of the Presbyterian 
Church sustaining the Western Foreign Missiona- 
ry Society, it would be unwise to place that Society 
under the immediate care of the Genera] Assem- 
bly, lest it should prove another source of strife 
and conflict. But that, in the General Assemblies 
of 1835 and 1836, I altered my mind, and voted in 
favour of its being placed under the immediate su- 
pervision of the General Assembly. It is manifest 
that here was no change of principle. When I 
became convinced, after much inquiry, that unless 
the Society were placed under the patronage of the 
General Assembly, it could not receive the cordial 
support of all those members of our Church who 
prefer Ecclesiastical Boards, I became a friend to 
that measure. I am constrained, moreover, further 
to declare, that among the considerations which had 
much influence in effecting an alteration in my 
views in this matter, were the language, the mea- 
sures, and the spirit of our New-school brethren, 
in conducting the debate in the Assembly of 1836. 
These were of a character which I contemplated 
with regret and amazement; and became fully sa- 
tisfied that their designs were more deeply hostile 
to the true honour, and best interests of the Pres- 
byterian Church than | had ever before.supposed. 

hese brethren themselves have had more agency 
in bringing about the change of opinion of which 
they complain, than all others combined. 

The overture of Dr. Rice has been grievously 
misrepresented. It is well known that that excel- 
lent and Jamented man was a warm friend to “the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions;” and yet it is manifest from the overture it- 
self, that he wished and expected the General As- 
sembly as such, in some form, to undertake and 
conduct foreign missions. I so understood the 
overture when it reached Princeton; and so under- 
standing it, gave it my hearty support in the Gene- 
ral Assembly of 1831, of which I happened to be a 
member, and to which it was presented. It was 
that overture, no doubt, which gave rise to the ap- 
poiniment of a committee on the part of the As- 
sembly, to confer with the American Board of 
Commissioners, “ on the best means of enlisting the 
energies of the Presbyterian Church more exten- 
sively in the cause of missions to the heathen.” 
The committee appointed attended the annual meet- 
ing of the American Board at New Haven, in the 
autumn of the same year. I was present, as a mem- 
ber of the Board, when the joint committee of the 
Assembly and of the Board laid before the latter a 
Report expressing the opinion that the General 
Assembly ought not to undertake any separate ac- 
tion in the missionary field. When the question 
on this report was about to be taken, I arose, and 
remarked, that I could not give an unqualified vote 
in favour of that report ; that 1 was persuaded there 
was a large portion of the Presbyterian Church 
that earnestly wished a Board of Missions of our 
own Church to be formed, and that, in all probabil- 
ity, would ultimately form one. But that I would 
cheerfully vote for the original report, provided the 
following addition to it could be made, which I 
moved asan amendment, viz: 

“ While this Board accept and approve the fore- 
going report, as expressing their firm opinion on 
the subject referred to the Committee of Confer- 
ence : 

Resolved, That if the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, or any of its subordinate 
judicatories, shall eventually think proper to forin 
any association for conducting Foreign Missions 
separately from the American Board, this Board 
will regard such association with fraternal] feelings, 
and without the least disposition to interfere with 
its organization or proceedings.” 

This amendment, however, was very unceremo- 
niously negatived, two other members of the Board 
only, so far as I recollect, viz: Dr. Spring, of 
New York, and Dr. Carnahan, of Princeton, ri- 
sing in its favour. Although this rejection made, 
at the time, a very unpleasant impression on my 
mind, as well as on the ininds of some other warm 
‘friends of the Board to whom it was made known, 
| it never diminished my cordial friendliness to that 
Board, nor suspended those testimonials of friend- 
ship to it which I have been, according to my 


! ability, for a number of years, in the habit of giv- 
ing. 
You will bear in mind, my dear brother, that the 
purpose of the foregoing statement, is not to show 
| that my course has been a correct one. On that 
point my mind is entirely at ease. My appeal, on 
that question, shall be to a higher tribunal than 
-any in this world. My only object, at present, is 
to show that I am no “recent convert” to new 
opinions; that my course, since these troubles be- 
gan, has been as uniform and steadfast, as it was 
| public and open; and that while I never felt pre- 
‘pared to concur in all the measures proposed by 
some respected brethren with whom I have been 


But more than all this, have not the “ gentlemen 
in Princeton,” in all the strictures which they felt 
conscientiously bound to make on the * Act and 
Testimony,” and on the plan and doings of the 
Convention, of 1835, uniformly assured the public, 
that they perfectly agreed, in all great principles, 
with the venerable brethren who acted in those 
matters; and that they differed from them only on 
questions of policy and means? Was it possible 
to inake declarations of this kind more distinctly 
or more publicly than they were repeatedly made! 
And facts have uniformly corresponded with these 
declarations. In this, so far as I know, we have 
been all united. When I wrote my “ Letters to 
Presbyterians,’ in 1833, I was opposed to a divi- 
sion of the Church. Iam opposed to a division 
still. By prudence, firmness, fidelity, and patience, 
Iam confident it may be avoided. And [ hope it 
will be avoided. But I have no hesitation in ex- 
pressing the opinion, which I entertained and pub- 
lished four years ago, that if we are to go on in 
future as we have done for the last few years, 
in a course of continual conflict and strife; and, 


yielding to the inroads of Arminian and Pelagian 
errors; I do not see how the great, ends of Chris- 
tian fellows:ip can be attained, and am persuaded 
it would be better to separate, and that as speedily 
and quietly as possible. This is all [ meant to say 
in giving my assent to the late resolutions of the 
Presbytery of New Brunswick; and this I have 
uniformly said, on every suitable occasion for the 
last four or five years. 

But perhaps the tables of accusation will now 
be turned upon me, and I shall be told, that, al- 


their authors. This part of the report, however, 
was disapproved and thrown out by a inajority of 


though the foregoing statement may conclusively 
show that I am not a “ recent convert” to the doc- 


above all, if division can be avoided only by} 


trines and policy of the Old-school party, it estab- 
lishes something much worse, viz: that 
rather been a precureor in all their mischief; the 
real alarmist and incendiary in all the agitation 


I have 


which has afflicted the Church. This latter charge 
has been, indeed, formally made by several writers, 
and, what is remarkable, by the very same persons 
who have reproached me as a “pliant convert” to 
a “restless and aspiring party.” I have no anxiety 
to plead either innocent or guilty to this charge. 
It never occurred to me that | was considered as a 
firebrand or disturber of the peace in any society 
of which | was a member. But if any act or pub- 
lication of mine has been instrumental in rousing 
the Presbyterian Church to a sense of her danger 
and her duty; if I have contributed, in the small- 
est degree, to turn the public attention to those 
schemes of corruption and subversion which every 
year, for some time past, has more and more dis- 
closed, [ cannot consider it as a fault, I rather glory 
in it as a service to the cause of my Master in 
heaven. 

What may be the result of these painful con- 
flicts, I am as little able to foretell as yourself. I 
cannot, however, but cherish the humble confi- 
dence that the God of truth and order will sustain 
his own cause. That the general cause of the 
Old-school brethren, in this contest, is the cause of 
God, and of rigliteousness, I can no more doubt 
than I can doubt that the Gospel is from heaven. 
I know, indeed, that their remonstrances and their 
efforts have been often stigmatized as a mere 
“struggle for power.” But it were just as rea- 
sonable to say, that he who strives to defend his 
dwelling and his beloved family from ruthless 
invaders, is only “struggling for power.” What 
is it that they desire and claim? Simply, that 
they be allowed to maintain, pure and entire, 
that system of doctrine and order which they 
verily believe to be founded in the word of God ; 
for which their fathers made so many sacrifices; 
and which they have bound themselves to one 
another, and to the Christian community, to pre- 
serve uncorrupted. Surely when they desire no- 
thing more than to enjoy this precious privilege— 
to be permitted to train up their own ministry, and 
to send forth to their benighted fellow-men that 
Gospel, and that ecclesiastica] order which they 
conscientiously prefer, and believe to be most 
agreeable to the will of God—it requires no proof 
to satisfy any candid mind that their claim is rea- 
sonable, and that those who would resist it are 
chargeable with extreme injustice. My hope, un- 
der God, is, that those excellent brethren, com- 
monly known by the title of “ Old Hopkinsians,” 
with whom we have lived and acted in peace for 
many years, and who are as much opposed to the 
errors of the new theology as any of our number, 
will firmly take their stand, in the coming strug-— 
gle, among the advocates of truth, and thus prevent 
a catastrophe which they profess to deprecate no 
less than ourselves. If they refuse to do this, and 
prefer sustaining by their votes, however conscien- 
tiously given, that system of error and disorder 
which they acknowledge to be deeply mischievous | 
in its tendency ; should the ultimate destruction of 
the unity and peace of our beloved Church be the 
consequence, charity herself cannot doubt that the 
responsibility will lie at their door. 

In regard to the delicate and solemn subject or 
slavery, concerning which you express an anxious 
interest, 1 can only say, that I fully sympathize in 
all your solicitude. I believe as fully as you do, 
that our Abolition brethren, by the course which 
they pursue, are every day deeply wounding the 
cause of religion; retarding the progress of eman- 
cipation; inflicting immeasurable injury on the 
slaves themselves whose benefit they profess to 
seek; more firmly riveting their chains; shutting 
them out from privileges which they would other- 
wise enjoy; and madly indulging in conduct adapt- 
ed to plunge both the Church and the State into 
calamities which they can never repair. Whether 
God, in his sovereign wisdom, will permit these 
brethren, some of whom I have no doubt really be- 
lieve they are doing him service—to pursue their 
frantic course, until they realize that consumma- 
tion to which it so manifestly tends, we must wait 
to see developed by his adorable providence. In 
the mean while, I will cling to the hope, until 
compelled to give it up, that a large majority of 
our Church will frown on the conduct of those 
brethren, and refuse to take ancther step in con- 
currence with a course so demented and destruc- 
tive. 

With fervent prayers that you and I. and all our 
brethren who may be called to act in the present 
exigency, may be directed by heavenly wisdom to 
those measures which will secure the purity aud 
peace of the Church. I am, Rev’d and dear sir, 
your affectionate brother in Christ, 


SAMUEL MILuer. 
Princeton, April 15, 1837. 


For the Presbyterian. 
THE BARDSTOWN (KENTUCKY) FEMALE 
ACADEMY, 


Mr. Editor— Allow me to make a few state- 
ments in your paper concerning the efforts now 
making by the Louisville Presbytery to establish 
an extensive Female Institution in Bardstown, 
Kentucky. Bardstown is a beautifu) town, situ- 
ated about forty miles from Louisville, and con- 
taining about two thousand inhabitants. It has 
been well known, for several years past, as the 
strong tower of Romanismn in the West, as being 
the residence of the Bishop of the Diocess of 
Bardstown, and having in its vicinity some of the 
principal literary and religious institutions of the. 
Papists. 

lt is well known that the Pope and his clergy 
regard their missions in America as far more im- 
portant than any others, and that the principal 
means by which they expect to extend their influ- 
ence in our country, is the education of youth. 
And it should be understood by Protestants, that 
their efforts are specially directed to female educa- 
lion. 

In the United States they have twenty-three 
nunneries, all of which are in the South and 
West. They have established fifty-nine female 
academies, of which forty-one, embracing al] their 
principal establishments, are in the South and 
West. In the State of Kentucsy they have ten 
female establishinents, of which five are conducted 
by the Sisters of Charity, and five by the Sisters 
of Loretto. Within forty miles of Bardstown there 
are six establishments, viz: Nazareth, two and a 
half miles—Loretto, thirteen miles—Cal vary, about 
thirty miles—at Lebanon, twenty-three miles— 
near Springfield, seventeen miles—near Elizabeth- 
town, about thirty miles: also one in Louisville. 

In our country they have fourteen colleges for 
young men, of which twelve are in the South and 
West. ‘l'wo of them, St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s, 
are in Kentucky; one in Bardstown, and the other, 
St. Mary’s, which belongs to the Jesuits, near 
Lebanon. 4 

Protestants have in the West their colleges for 
young men; but female education has generally: 
been left wholly to individual effort. The neces- 
sary consequences are, lst. That their academies. 
afford but partially the facilities of a thorough 
female education. 2d. They are ftuctuating— 
seldom continuing long enough to acquire a char- 
acter. 3d. The moral and religious influence ex- 
erted is not always good. 4th. Prices of tuition 
are high; and must so. continue, so long as the 
whole pecuniary responsibility rests upon indivi- 
duals without capital. - Consequently, many fe-. 


‘males in reduced circumstances, who might, with 


proper cultivation, become the brightest ornaments 
of society, are deprived of education. 5th. But 
the most deploreble consequence is, that multi-. 
tudes of Protestants place their daughters in the 
Roman institutions, where frequently they become 
decided converts to Popery. Occurrences of this 
kind are much more frequent than many imagine. 
‘The question is frequently asked—How do the 
Papists get money to establish all these institu- 
tions? answer, 

lst. They receive large amounts from Europe. 
They say, “The missions of America are of high 
importance to the Church—we must make haste— 
the moments are precious. If the Protestant 
sects are beforehand with us, it will be difficult to 
destroy their influence.” Hence they bestow 
funds upon these institutions in America with a 
liberal hand. 

2d. They raise money by taxation of their peox 


ple, rich and poor. | 
3d. They make large amounts of money by 
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their institutions elready established. The Nun-| harvest would raise. up, qualify, and send forth 
nery of Nazareth, for example,,is situated on a' many more labourers into his harvest. It is unne- 
large farm. The farming business is carried on.| here to attempt to show, that the harvest 
They. own slaves; and while some of the Nung truly % reat and the labourers few. Every one 
are employed in teaching, others can’ serve in| whom this article will probably reach, knows it. 
coarser business. They, of course, pay their| Nor is it necessary to show the obligation to pra 

teachers nothing, because by their vow they are | for the conversion of men for this service. All, 


ser The y are said now to have one hundred 
rders. uently their annual income can- 
not be much short of $15,000. Their necessary 
@xpenses are not very 
Loretto is also situated on a large farm. An emi- 
nent lawyer, while pleading in their behalf come 
time since, stated, that according to the best cal- 
culation he could make, the Nunneries near Bards- 
town brought into circulation, annually, from jifty 
to sixty thousand dullars. ‘Twelve years ago the 
Bishop of Bardstown owned in Kentucky between 
four and five thousand acres of land, which has, 
doubtless, much increased since then. The pro- 
perty of the clergy in three counties, Nelson, 
ashington, and Marion, is supposed to be worth 
Srom one hundred and fifty to two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. All these possesions have been ac- 
quired in a few years—less than twenty. It will 
be seen, therefore, that the facilities for increasin 
the number of their institutions, are rapidly multi- 
plying in their hands. | 

I could state many other interesting facts ; but I 

forbear. And now I ask, whether it is not time 
for Pfotestants toawake to the importance of es- 
tablishing permanent Female Institutions, with 
suitable buildings and apparatus? And should not 
Protestants in the east feel deeply interested in the 
establishment of such institutions in the Great Val- 
ley—seeing that is the chosen field for operations 
for popery, and the Papists have already half a 
hundred female establishments there? Is female 
education of so little importance to the country and 
to the church, that it may be safely left to chance 
or to 
The Presbytery of Louisville some time since, 
unanimously resolved to establish a pertnanent 
Female Institution in Bardstown, Ky. to be ina- 
naged by a Board of Trustees appointed by the 
Presbytery. To establish such a one as is needed, 
will require at least fifteen or twenty thousand dol- 
lars. ‘The churches in our Presbytery have given 
very liberally tothe institution. We have raised about 
six thousand dollars—but we are under the necessity 
of appealing to the liberality of our friends at a dis- 
tance to aid us. The buildings will be erected. 
during the summer. | 

To show the importance of the object I mention 
only two facts, in addition to what I have said. 1. 
Bardstown, from its proximity to Louisville and its 
remarkable healthiness, is visited during the sum- 
mer by many persons froin the South, who prefer it 
to any other as a place of education for their chil-. 
dren. Perhaps there is not in the west a more 
eligible location for such an institution. 2. The 
discussion of the subject of popery for the last three 
years in that place, has excited much interest; and 
the facts elicited concerning Nunn -ries have open- 
ed the eyes of many of all classes. This interest 
is extending, and the influence of popery is on the 
decline. It is, therefore, exceedingly important 
that the contemplated institution should be imme- 
diately established. Both a male and female insti- 
tution have been for three or four years in opera- 
tion upon individual! responsibility. We entertain 
the confident hope, that they are destined yet, un- 
der the blessing of God, to exert an extensive and 
happy influence. | 

Having made these statements, we close with the 
hope that our friends throughout the church (and 
we make our appeal especially to our femule 
friends) will liberally aid us. 

N. B. The Rev. James A. Peabody, No. 29 San- 
som street, Philadelphia, Assembly’s Board of Edu- 
cation; and Wm. S. Martien, publisher of the 
Presbyterian, will receive any subscriptions or 


contributions to the Bardstown Female Academy. 


N. L. RICE, Acenr. 
_ April 22, 1837. 
For the Presbyterian. 


PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH AND CANDI- 
DATES FOR THE MINISTRY. 


While it is our duty and our privilege to be much 
engaged in prayer, for the spread of the gospel 
among the Heathen, we should by no means forget 
our own land. It is taking too narrow a view ot 
the great work of preaching the Gospel, to look at 
it merely in connexion either with Christian or 
heathen countries. Such a work demands more 
enlarged views. There is such an intimate cona- 
nexion and mutual dependency between the work 
of foreign missions and preaching the Gospel in a 
Christian country, that he who sets his heart so en- 
tirely upon either as to overlook the other, greatly 
‘misses his mark, and will ultimately fail of accom- 
plishing the greatest possible amouut of To 
trace out this connexion in all its interesting rela- 
tions, would require several communications. That 
is not now mydesign. My desire at this time isto 
press upon the people of God the duty of prayer for 
the Church in our own country, and particularly 
our own Church. 

The present is a critical period in our history as 


who have an interest at the throne of grace, already 
| Fecognize that obligation. One suggestion only 
‘appears to be necessary in this connexion. It is, 


great. The Nunnery of: that a truly converted and eminently spiritual min- 


_ istry, would at this time be an incalculable blessing 
_to the Presbyterian church. More piety would be 


' our bestsafeguard against error. There would be 
_ less pride of opinion, less ambitious striving after 
distinction, less trifling with sacred things, less of 
_ that vain desire to be esteemed independent think- | 1897 
ers, with which so many are puffed up, and for 


which they are turning upside down, a once peace- 
ful, happy, and prosperous church. : 

The poirit to which it is my design at this time 
more particularly to direct the attention of your 
praying readers is, the importance of more prayer 
for those who are in training for the ministry. 

Our prayers should ascend for them like the 
morning and evening sacrifice, that they may be 
preserved from error in doctrine. At such a time 
as this, when all the insidiousness and cunning 
which crafty men can command, are brought to 
bear on candidates for that holy office, in order ef- 
fectually to give a certain bias to their theological 
views, and when it is impossible to guard against 
or counteract their efforts, the Church is imperi- 
ously called upon by her fidelity to her Lord, and 
her vd of souls to pray, to be instant in prayer. 
It is vain to say we place our candidates in ortho- 
dox institutions, where we suppose they will be 
safe in this respect. There is a secret system in 
operation, which, unless counteracted by the power 
of divine grace, would corrupt their doctrinal views 
at the very doors of our most orthodox professors. 
But even could our institutions be fenced up to hea- 
ven against these intruders, there is time enough 
for their operations during the vacation. Men can 
now be named in the ministry of the Presbyterian 
church, who, while in the Seminary, would leave 
at the close of the term thoroughly orthodox, and 
come back at the beginning of the next term, pre- 
pared to instruct their professors in the doctrines of 
another Gospel. Nor should it be supposed that 
the danger is confined to the theological course. 
It commences at a time when it is fur more fatal to 
the interests of truth and piety. It commences in 
the academy, and pursues the candidate until he 
enters the sacred office. The people of God should 
be made to realize that their only bope is in God— 
that their only refuge is his mercy-seat. It is most 
surprising that ministers who have passed through 
all the dangers and trials of a preparation for their 
office, never think of those who are stil] in the fur- 
nace, and never urge their people to pray for them, 
nor do it themselves. 

Again, the piety and moral character of students, 
even those who are looking forward to the ministry 
arcingreatdanger. They arealmost always young 
men of little experience in the world, and less in 
the Christian course. Yet notw:thstanding all this, 
they are thrown into the most trying of all situa- 
tions by the Church, with as pertect sang froid as 
if they were invincible aguinst all the assaults of 
the world, the devil, and the flesh. And yet, they 
are expected from the first to be patterns of piety 
to oller Christians! Just asif the mere determina- 
tion to preach the Gospel were a complete talisman 
against every danger! And ifany one makes a false 
step, those who pray least are generally first to no- 
tice it with reprehension. It is true indeed, that 
there is no excuse for any one who thus brings a 
reproach upon that holy name by which he is call- 
ed; but is the Church clear in this matter? Is 
there no stain of guilt to be found in her garments? 
lf we wish to have the ministry freed from ambi- 
tious men, we must be incessant in prayer. The 
system of education in most of our colleges takes 
young men at the very time of life when they are 
most liable to be influenced by ambition, and pre- 
sents almost no other motive to stimulate them to 
diligence, than worldly distinctions. Can it then 
be thought strange that-men thus trained, should 
exhibit some of the legitimate fruits of that train- 
ing, when they come to put in practice what they 
have been taught? If we wish a pious, godly, de- 
voted ministry, there must be more prayer for the 
increase of the piety of candidates for the ministry 
in the early stages of their preparation. They 
must have more, not only of the prayers, but the pi- 
ous counsel, and earnest, exhortation 
of God’s people. Ministers should know more 
about those who belong to their respective charges, 
and be more faithful in watching over them, and 
employing all suitable means for the promotion of 
their piety. It is lamentable, that some ministers 
and elders hardly know the members of their own 
congregation, who have left them to prepare to 
preach Jesus Christ and him crucified. There is 
utterly a fault in this matter. And we are now as 
a Church, reaping the bitter fruits of such derelic- 
tions of duty. Shall this state of things continue? 
Will those who have been purchased by the blood 
of Christ, continue thus to slight that precious cause 
in which he died? H. 


a Church. It isa time which calls loudly for the ———— 
prayers of all who feel that they have an interest at 
the throne of grace. It isa time of trouble, of re- AGEN les eg he Pees 


buke, of agitation, and conflict. And there must be 
much fervent importunate prayer, much determin- 
ed wrestling with the angel of the covenant, if we 
would not see the scattered fragments of our dis- 
tracted Church tossed about, the sport and derision 
of a scoffing world. In such an agitated state of 
things, prayer is in great danger of being forgotten 
—conflict and victory are too apt to be our watch- 
words—and that too with carnal weapons. Every 
one too is canvassing the strength of parties, asking 
his neighbour which will succeed, or which side do 
the people in F pow congregetion, or State, or dis- 
tant section of the country take? Permit me here 
to propose a different test of the true state of things. 
Whenever God will cut off a people or chastise a 
Church, he withholds a spirit of prayer and peni- 
tence. When that is the case, no matter which 
party succeeds, the results will be disastrous. But 
when penitential sorrow and a true spirit of prayer 
pervades the Church, the King of Zion will] over- 
rule every device of the enemy for good. What- 
ever they may attempt injurious to the cause of 
truth, and the prosperity of a praying people, will 
only help to bring about God’s glorious purposes of 
mercy to them, and through them, toa dying world. 
‘We may know then how affairs will turn out, if we 
know what is the state of the people of God in this 
respect. Let our inquiry then be, are the peo- 
pie in your portion of the Church engaged in pray- 
er? When the hands of Moses were held up, Israel 
prevailed; but when they were let down, Amalek 


prevailed. Nineveh that great and wicked city, 


repented at the preaching of Jonah, and the curse 
was averted. Dangers now threaten our beloved 
Israel. The enemy is coming in like a flood in 
every form. He assumes even the garb of a preach- 
er of righteousness, if not an angel of light. The 
truth is so diluted with error in every form and de- 
gree, that it is often difficult to tell when we are 
quaffing an unmixed potion. Every artifice which 
the cunning of men can devise is brought to bear, 
in order to effect their designs. Against such an 
enemy none can successfully lift up a standard but 
the Spirit of the Lord. But we have our refuge, 
our strong hold. It is the mercy seat. 
Without entering any further into particulars, 
I would earnestly intreat all who love the Saviour 
and his cause, of whatever party, to be much in 
prayer; not merely that this or that party may car- 
ry its measures, but that God would appear and or- 
der all things aright for his own glory and the wel- 
fare of pecans souls. Let there be much prayer 
day and night with reference to the next General 
Assembly, <a:d all measures that may be planned or 
executed in the mean time. Let there be much 
prayer on behalf of the Convention, which has been 
called with reference to the present position of af- 
fairs in the Church. And let there be a special 
preparation made for observing the day set apart as 
a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer. Let this 
preparation be made at the throne of grace with 
fastings and deep humbling of soul before 
God, Oh} can it be necessary tosay more to those 
who really love the Church of Christ, who feel for 
the wounds his cause has received, and is daily re- 
ceiving in this wicked unnatural strife, and who 
believe in the efficacy of prayer? 
Another subject on which the exigenoies of the 


. Church call for more prayer is, that the Lord of the 


PRESBYTERY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Preamble and Resolutions respecting agencies 
adopted at the stated meeting in March, 1837. 

Whereas, in the view of this Presbytery, the 
services of agents from abroad, within our bounds, 
can, without any injury to the cause of benevolence, 
be dispensed with; and whereas, in our view as 
much money will be raised, and as much good done 
by Presbytery assuming the duties usually per- 
formed by said agents, and that too, with but very 
little if any expense ; therefore 

1. Resolved, That Presbytery now take under its 
immediate care and management, the benevolent 
operations of the day, especially the causes of Edu- 
cation, Foreign and Domestic Missions, Tracts, 
Bible, and Sunday Schools. : 

2. Resolved, ‘That the sess‘ons of our several 
Churches, have special charge within their bounds, 
of all that appertains to these causes of benevo- 
lence ; that they furnish all the light and intorma- 
tion in their power, to enable the people to ascer- 
tain their duty ; that they adopt the most efficient 
mode of raising funds among themselves, and that 
they be free to apply these funds as in their judg- 
ment may seem best. 

3. Resolved, That toaid our Churches in this work, 
a member of Presbytery shall be elected at each 
staied spring meeting, and called the superintend- 
ent, whose duty it shal] be to aid the Churches in 
counsel and efforts, in effecting the important ob- 
jects contemplated in these resolutions. At each 
stated meeting he shall make a report of his pro- 
ceedings, which, when adopted by Presbytery, shall 
be carefully filed away with the docuinents of Pres- 
bytery. de 

4. Resolved, That said superintendent receive no 
compensation for his services. 

5. Resolved, That each pastor inform his people, 
on the first convenient occasion, of the adoption of 
these resolutions; and that he take immediate steps 
with his elders, to carry out the plan proposed ; 
and that he report to Presbytery at each spring 
meeting, an account of all moneys raised by him 
for the causes named, amongst his own people. 

6. Resolved, That the foregoing Preamble and 
Resolutions be published in the Presbyterian, New 
York Observer, and Southern Religious Telegraph. 

James Moderator. 

E. Bosworth, Clerk, pro tem. 


FORCE OF CONSCIENCE. 


Plutarch tells a story of a Lacedemonian who 
had killed his father me escaped discovery ; some 
time after, being in company, he darted his spear 
into a nest o! swallows, When asked the reason 
of that unaccountable action, his answer was, ‘ that 
he thought those swallows were reproaching him 
with his father’s death.’ The oddness of this an- 
swer begat suspicion, discovery, conviction, and 
punishment, 

_ Think of your sins in connection with your Sa- 
viour; of your trials in connection with your sup- 
ports; of your duties in connection with the promi- 
ses; of your privations in connection with your en- 


joyments; of your attainments in connection with 
your privileges,— Pollok, | 


| For the Presbyterian. 
RESOLUTIONS CF CARLISLE PRESBYTERY. 


A letter was received from the Rev. Dr. Wil- 
liam A. McDowell, Corresponding Secretary of-the 
Assemnbly’s Board of Missions, on the subject of his 
agency. Wherefore, it was 
oe ved, That this Presbytery have heard 
with pleasure of the continued prosperity of the 
Board of Missions of the General Assembly, and 
do cordially recommend the Board to the patronage 
of our churches. 

Il. Resolved, That it be recommended to our 
churches, to take up contributions in aid of the 
Board, and forward them as soon as practicable. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Presbytery at 
its sessions, held at Middle Spring, April 12th, 
N. G. Wuire, 

Clerk of the Presbytery. 


THE BIBLE, 
Letter from Burmah. 
3 Ava, May 17, 1836. 

My Dear Brother—Yours, in behalf of the Bible 
Society, dated Sept. 22, 1835, came to hand a few 
days since, and I have read it, together with the 
circular and the printed letters, with the greatest 
interest. Most happily shall Ido any thing in my 
power to aid the Bible Society in the sublime and 
holy work of circulating the word of God. 
We will, in the first place, survey the field. 
Ava, Umerapoora, and Sagoing, three cities hardly. 
separated from each other, contain at least half a 
million of people ; then for 200 miles in every di- 
rection are large towns and villages. West of 
Ava, about 200 miles, is the small kingdom of Ka- 
thay; east of Ava, about 200 miles, you enter the 
country of the Shans, nine principalities of which 
are tributary to the court of Ava, besides several 
independent princes, and all speaking one language. 
Shan is an extensive country, and is supposed to be 
more populous than Burmah. About 200 or 250 
miles north of Ava you enter the frontiers of China. 


Take Burmah, Kathay, Shan, and a few provinces 
of China bordering upon Burmah, and we have a 
population of one hundred and fifty millions, of 
which this city is the centre. Here isa field which 
loudly calls for Christian effort. In the immediate 
neighbourhood of this city are several thousands of 
Kathayans, but no part of the Scriptures has yet 
been translated into their language. Some of the 
more learned understand Bengalee, and I have re- 
ceived from Rev. Wm. Pierce, of Calcutta, 50 Tes- 
taments, 25 of which were bound, and 25 were 
done up in parcels; also several hundred Tracts in 
the Bengalee language. ‘These were distributed 
at once, and I have reason to think are still read 


with interest. Great numbers of Shans visit this 


city for purposes of trade. Occasionally I find 
persons who can read Burman, and these I supply 
with books. I hope before Jong some portions of 
the Word of God will be translated into the Shan 
language. 

Jn Umerapoora are several thousand Chinese, 
besides large caravans come in from Unnan every 
season ; frequently two journeys are made in one 
cold season. Hitherto I have had no means of do- 
ing any thing for this people, as not one in 500 is 
able to read Burman. I have spent some days 
among them at different times, conversing with 
those who have some knowledge of Burman, and 
have always found them ready to listen. I have no 
doubt but they would take the Scriptures if I had 
them to give, and that thousands of copies might 
be sent into the provinces bordering upon Burmah 
and ‘Thibet. 

As far as I am able to judge, all Burmah, Ka- 
thay, Shan, and China, are ready to receive the 
Word of God, and read it, if we can only find men 
and means to take hold of the work. Difficulties 
are great when looked at from a distance, but when 
we encounter them they vanish. I have distributed 
a great number of Luke and John, the Epistles, 
Acts, and some copies of Matthew and Mark; also 
the Psalms and Old Testament Extracts to a large 
amount, and some entire copies of the New Testa- 
ment. Two years ago! gave a new Testament to 
Prince Mekara, and some months after he sent to 
me for books for his two sons and seven daughters. 
Two other Princes have asked for books, and I have 
no doubt but they are read. Beomins and Mussel- 
men, us well as Burmans, call for books. 

I have just returned from a tour through the 
country, preaching and distributing Tracts and 
portions of the Word of God. I was absent three 
months and three days, visited a great num- 
ber of cities and villages, and though sometimes 
repulsed, yet in many places I found much to en- 
courage me in the work. This is a barren land, 
yet God has promised to water it, and will, through 
the instrumentality of his own blessed Word. We 
need a press here very much to give efficiency to 
our operations, and the Board will, doubtless, place 
one here before long. Nothing but the doctrines of 
the Bible can enlighten this nation and deliver its 
millions from the dominion of slavery. 

I should be glad to mention three or four facts 
which have come under my notice in this city, as 
inducements to diligence in distributing the Word 
of God, but an opportunity now offering for sending 
direct to Bengal, I shall send you off this sheet 
without transcribing, and will write you again be- 
fore the close of the year. Yours, ever aftection- 
ately, Eveenro Kiycar. 


ATHEISM. 
One day, that D’Alembert and Condorcet were 
dining with Voltaire, they proposed to converse on 
atheism, but Voltaire stopped them at once.— 
“* Wait,” said he, “till my servants have with- 
drawn, I do not wish to have my throat cut to- 
night.” 


A SULEMN ‘THOUGHT. 


“There will be a time when it shall be asked of 
you and me, ‘ Where is he? and the answer shall 
be, ‘ He is dead ;—he died last year, or five years 
ego. When you come to die—it is a truism, I 
know, but it is one which we perpctually want 
more deeply impressed on our hearts—when you 
come to die, it will matter nothing how long you 
have lived, how long the time once appeared before 
you, or how long it may seem, as you look back 
upon it; it is gone, effectually gone. ‘l'hen why, 
let me earnestly and affectionately ask you, why 
live now as if you were to live here for ever ! 


DOMESTIC IN'TELLIGENCE. 


Mechanics’ Bank of Philadelphia.—The new Bank- 
ing House of the Mechanics’ Bank was opened for 
business on the 17th inst. It is in South Third street, 
nearly opposite the former place of business. ‘The 
front of the building is not finished, and temporary 
wooden steps are placed to ascend to the banking 
room, through what will be the portico. ‘I'he interior, 
however, is complete. The whole of the principal 
building is used as the place for banking transactions, 
and is open to the roof, by which light is adiitted. 
The whole interior arrangeinents are neat and tasteful. 
The counter extends in the shape of a horse shoc— 
within which, facing outwards, stand the clerks and 
tellers. ‘The former are shut off trom the customers 
by a high wooden screen above the counter, or ex- 
tended desk—of course no scrcen is raised in front of 
the two tellers. ‘lhe whole building is well arranged, 
and when finished will be an ornament to the city. 


Mississippi.—Governor Lynch called an extra ses- 
sion of the Legislature of Mississippi, for the third 
Monday of April, 17th inst., to consider of the general 
distress pervading that State. 


Mails—The Post Master General has issued pro- 
posals for carrying a mail between Philadelphia and 
North Carolina, via Norfolk, with unusual rapidity, 
say a little over two days, 


Ship on Fire.-—The Roaston papcrs announce the ar- 
rival at Portsmouth, N. H., on Tucsday, 18th inst., of 
the packet ship Westchester, of New York. ‘I'he 
Westchester sailed from New York on Tuesday, 11th 
inst., for Liverpool; and on Friday morning, 14th inst. 
about ten o’clock, she was struck by lightning, which 
tore away part of the main-mast and fife-rail, and 
descended to the lower hold, setting the cargo on fire; 
it then passed out of the bright waist, starting the 
bends, and staving one plank. On raising the lower- 
deck hatches, a volume of smoke burst out, and they 
were immediately closed again, and covered with wet 
blankets, &c-, in order to smother the fire, There 
were eight passengers on board, six of whom were 
Englishmen, Onc of the hands was dreadfully burned 
before the ship arrived in port, and another was acci- 
dentally killed on ‘Tuesday morning. The latest ac- 
count received in Boston was brought by the stage- 


| driver. He reported that the cargo was still on fire, 
and that she was to be scuttled. — 3 


| Transylvania Medical School—We learn from the 
Lexington (Ky.) Observer that the Faeulty of the 
Transylvania Medical School has been dissolved. An 
investigation it appears, was made by the Trustees, 
upon charges made by Professor Dudley against Pro- 
fessor Caldwell, and the latter dismissed by unani- 
mous decision. Saturday the 29th inst., is the day 
fixed upon by the Trustees to re-construct the Faculty. 


Great Fire in New Orleans.—On the 8th inst about 
two o’clock, it was discovered that a grocery on the 
corner of the railroad leading to the lake, and Cassa- 
celvo street, was on fire. Froin this house the flames 
spread with astonishing rapidity through the whole 
equare, leaving only some half dozen tenements on the 
north side; the fire then crossed Marigny street and 
burnt all but five buildings on the next square, extend- 
ing to Mandeville street. This fire took from a spark 
from the locomotive engine while running on the rail- 
road. Nearly two squares were on fire, and 107 
houses were consumed. About 127 families were left 
destitute of shelter, &c. 


Chelsea Bunk Failure—The Boston Morning Post 
states that the Chelsea Bank, a simall institution of 
$100,000 capital, and which has been in operation 
about a year, has stopped payment. The Boston 
Atlas states that within 60 days the circulation of this 
bank had been extended from $69,000 to $102,000. 
The assets of the bank are in the shape of $74,000, 
due from John B. Glover, $110,000 due trom W. H. & 
G. L. Montague, $7600 in the bills of other banks, 
$1269 in specie. 

Church Burnt.—The Rev. Mr. Harvey’s Baptist 
meeting house at East Cambridge, Mass., was des. 
troyed by fire on Thursday night, several adjoining 
tenements were more or less damaged, and an engine 
house des‘royed. ‘The original cost of the buiiding 
was $7000, and it was insured at the Cambridge Mu- 
tual Office for $3000. | 


Accident and Noble During.—Last evening as a 
hack was returning from the railroad depot, with three 
gentlemen passengers, one of the braces of the car- 
riag2 broke, which let it down, and in the fall, threw 
the driver from his box, when the horses started and 
ran at the top of their speed up South Main street. 
When opposite the residence of Richard J. Arnold, Esq. 
a young lad, named Edmund Freeman Prentiss, with 
great prcsenge of mind ran up to one of the horses, 
caught him by the head, and succeeded in arresting 
their flight, which not only saved the carriage from 
destruction, but probably the lives of the passengers, 
who gencrously rewarded the lad for his noble daring 
with the sum of two hundred dollars and a full suit of 
valuable cluthes.— Providence Jour. 


Pennsylvania.—The State Convention for altering 
the Constitution of Pennsylvania, will assemble at the 
Capitol, in Harrisburg, on Tuesday, the 2d day of May. 
The sittings of the Convention will be held in the 
chamber of the House of Representatives, which is now 
being prepared for its reception. 


Infumous.—The New York Star states that Captain 

Hatch, of the schooner Proxy, from Mansanilla, reports 
that on Wednesday night, 15 miles east of Fire Island, 
he discovered three lights, two of which he took for the 
lights on the Highlands, and the other for the light on 
Sandy Hook. Standing in for them, the wind headed 
the schr. off, and he was obliged to tack. In stunding 
off, lost sight of them. Next morning saw the High.. 
land lights ahead. No doubt the lights were made on 
purpose to decoy vessels ashore. If the wind had fa- 
voured him on the first tack, he would have run his 
vessel ashore. 
Creek Indians.—Gen. Wellborn, with his voluntcers, 
after killing 30 or 40 of the Creeks that took refuge in 
the swamps on Pca River, followed them up, and lying 
in ambush, poured a volley upon them as they emerged 
from a place where they had fled, and thus brought 
down some dozen more; the rest scattered. This ac- 
count is from the Columbus (Geo.) Sentinel of April 
6th. 


Great storm—Church destroyed.—The great storm 
at Edgefield, (Geo.) April 5th, besides uprooting trees, 
and blowing down chimnics and fences, nearly des- 
troyed the beautiful Episcopal Church in that town. 
Hal! the roof was blown in, the chandelier, lamps, pul- 
pit, &c. crushed, and also the walls. The crgan was 
saved. 


A Lump of Gold.—It has been calculated that if the 
capital of the United States Bank (35 millions) were in 
one cubic block of gold it would measure on each side 
about 564 inches, and its weight would be upward 
of 63 tons. : 

Distress among Manufacturers.—Our enterprising 
manufacturers, says the Haverhill Massachusetts Ga- 
zetle, are compelled to curtail business and dismiss 
their hands on account of scarcity of money and high 
interest. ‘The Patterson (N. J.) Intclligencer of Wed- 
nesday states, that no less than four cotton manufacto- 
rics in that town were compelled to suspend operations 
in consequence of the failure of an extensive cominis- 
sion house in Philadelphia. 

Fraud.—We have been shown a bill purporting to 
be payable at the Commercial Bank, Brockville, U. C., 
for Sims, Colburn, & Co., which is a sheer fraud on the 


public. A gentleman connected with the bank of Og- 


densburgh, writes—* they are not worth a rush.” We 
understand they are floating about in considerable 
quantities, and many of them have been passed off. It 
stands people in hand to be cautious what money they 
take in these times.— Utica Whig. 


Fire-—The Roman Catholic college or seminary, at 
Nyack, Rockland county, New York, tookffire on Wed. 
nesday last, and was nearly destruyed. Loss about 
$10,000. 


Boston—The Poston Courier of Friday, !4th inst. 
contains the following:—-In this city we have had some 
failures, within a few days, for very large amounts, 
which affect also the New York houses, and yesterday 
the extensive house of Crocker & Richardson, at ‘Taun- 
ton, was reported to have failed for six hundred thou- 
sand dollars; they have had dealings to a very heavy 
amount in this city. The shoe dealers in some of the 
neighbouring towns are expected to be great sufferers 
by the failures at the South. 

Muils Burnt.—It seems, from a letter to the Post- 
master General, that the following mails were made 
up at the Post Office, New Orleans, on the night of the 
23d March last, and burnt on board the steamboat 
Fancy, on the night of the 25th: Cincinnati, Ohio— 
Louisville, Kentucky—Louisville, Kentucky, for dis. 
tribution—Memphis, Tennessee—Memphis, Tennes. 
see, for distribution—Vicksburg, Mississippi—Grand 
Gulf, Mississippi—Natchez, Mississippi—Port Gibson, 
Mississippi—Natchez, Mississippi, tor distribution. 


Snow Storm in the West.—The St. Louis Republican 
of the 5th inst. states, that on Monday previous they 
had a prodigious snow storm that “ has no parallel in 
the memory of the oldest citizens at any season of 
the year.” ‘The depth was 17 inches. That paper 
expresses its fears that it has been general, and, if so, 
as the rivers are already high, another deluge may be 
expected. 

‘Panther Fight—The Yazoo, Miss. Register of the 
18th ult. says— A keel boat in ascending the Yazoo 
river last week, lay by for the night; and about 9 
o’clock, while the crew were seated in the cabin, a 
large Panther sprang in at the door and seized one of 
the men by the shoulder. ‘The other three men rushed 
to his assistance, and endeavoured, in vain, to extri- 
cate him trom the terrible jaws of the monster; one of 
them took up a rifle and levelled it at the Panther, but 
it missed fire; he then obtained a bowie knife and 
plunged it into the heart of the beast. ‘The poor boat- 
man was most horribly mangled, having had his 
shoulder nearly torn off, and his body lacerated by the 
claws of the infuriated monster.” 


Agricultural Bounty.—The Legislature of Maine 
have passed an act, giving a bounty of two dollars to 
every cultivator of the soil who will raise twenty 
bushels of wheat, and six cents each for every bushel 
over thirty. | 

Providential—A Church Struck by Lightning.— 
The Baptist Church at Springfield, Mass., was struck 
last Saturday week, and at the time there was a meet- 
ing assemblcd in it. John Bowles and Sol.C. Warner, 
who stood near the stove, were struck to the floor, per- 
fectly senseless, and were considerably injured. ‘The 
rest of the audience providentially escaped without in. 

ury. 

Charleston and Cincinnati Railroad.—The Charles. 
ton Courier of Friday, the 14th, states that a number 
of Engineers have recently passed through that city, 
on their way to Flat Rock, in North Carolina, to join 
Capt. Williams, to entcr immediately on their dutics 
upon the road. No time is to be lost in prosecuting 
the necessary surveys. From the sume paper we 
learn that (the State of Kentucky having assented to 
the recent amendments in the charter) the Comptroller 
General uf South Carolina has subscribed for $700,000 
of stack in the Company, on behalf of that State. 


Illinois—The Rev. G. B. Perry, late Pastor of the 
Spruce street Baptist Church in Philadelphia has, we 
are informed, been elected President of Canton Col- 
lege, Illinois. 

Splendid Liberality—We are informed, that Abner 
Jones, Esq. of this city, has made a donation to the 
New York Theological Seminary, of 25,000 dollars, for 
the purpose of endowing a professorship of sacred 
music; and for other purposes highly important to the 


reat cause of ministerial education. There are 23 
students in the seminary.—N. Y. vet, 


| Failures in New York.—The whole number of fail- 

ures in this city within the last two months, is upwards 
of @ hundred, without including sundry small dealers 
whose misfortunes attract no public attention. An in- 
telligent friend who has taken pains to inform himself 
as to the facts, is of opinion that the aggregate liabili- 
ties of the suspended houses is more than FIFTY MIL- 
tions. It should be observed, however, that most of 
the houses in question, will be able ultimately to pay 
all their debts.—N. Y. Jour. of Com. 


The Crops in Pennsylvania—We have been mak- 
ing inquiries of several farmers, all of whom concur 
in the belief that should the weather continue favoar- 
able the crop of wheat, &c., will be a fair one. Some 
fields in this neighbourhood look well, while in others 
the grain is scarcely above ground; this, however, is 
probably owing to late sowing—a few warm days may 
effect a great change.—Hanover Herald. 


French Envoy—Mr. Edouard Pontois was, on Friday 
last, presented to the President, by the Secretary of 
State, as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of his ei. Pog King of the French near 
this Government.— Globe. 


Longevity.—The Hingham Gazette states that the 
following persons have died in the same house since | 
1781. The house is situated in Hingham, and was- 
formerly owned by Peter Tower. It is quite a remark- 
able fact. Peter Tower, 84; Anna Tower, 95; Debo- 
rah Tower, 95; Joshua Tower, 77; Grace Cushing, 
95; Laban Tower, 73; Esther Tower, 71; Deborah 
Dunbar, 80—670 years. 


Butternut Sugar—A writer in the New England 
Farmer states, that a clergyman of New Hampshire, of 


season, from one butternut tree, 28 pounds of sugar. 
This tree, if punctured just before the unfolding of the 
leaves, it is said, yields considerable quantities of a 
rich saccharine juice from which sugar may be obtain. 
ed nearly or quite as good as that made from the sugar 
muple. 

Longevity—There is now living in Crosby township, 
in this county, an old gentleman, Mr. Oliver Hays, 
who was 102 years old in August last. His health is 
good, having never known a day’s sickness. He 
draws a pension, and generally walks into town, 20 
miles, to receive it, and walks out, next day, to the re- 
sidence of one of his grand-sons, and returns home at 
his leisure. His wite is also still living, about 100 
years old. This account is from his grandson.—Cin- 
cinnali Republican. 


Nantucket Silks—We yesterday had the pleasure of 
seeing a splendid lot of silk goods, consisting of vest- 
ings, aprons, handkerchiefs, scarfs, &c. which were 
manufactured at Nantucket. The fabric and finish of 
these are superior to any thing heretofore produced in 
this country, so far as our observation extends; and 
indeed there were some pieces of pantaloon stuffs, and 
hezvy bandannas, that can hardly be surpassed abroad. 
Were these put with any of foreign make, few would 
be willing to risk their reputation as judges, by en- 
deavouring to separate the two parcels. The factory 
from which this was turned out, we understand, is in 
a flourishing condition, and will furnish some goods 
for our markets the present season.— Providence Jour. 


Great Improvement in the Cotton Press—The inven- 
tion of Mr. January now exhibited at Natchez, will it 
is thought by good judges supersede the use of st: am 
presses. Planters will, according to the Natchez Cou- 
rier, thus be enabled to prepare their cotton at home 
for shipment, and save the expense of repacking at 
New Orleans and other river ports, and thus the teams 
can haul 50 per cent more to market. ‘The new line 
of sea packet ships established by the enterprising citi- 
zens ot Natchez, Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, (the three 
principal ports of that state) to run to New York, will 
then be ready to transport their great staple direct to 
our city or to Europe, trom the place of its growth.— 
N. Star. 


Important Decision—The Supreme Court of Massa- 
chusetts have decided that a bond binding the signer 
not to carry on any given kind of business—as for in- 
stance on selling out his business to another, is illegal 
and void, being against good policy and the public 
intercst. 

Coal—A petition is before the Legislature of Massa- 
chusettts for the incorporation of a company to pur- 
chase coal at a fair rate, and to avoid the necessity of 
living ai the mercy of dealers in that article. 


Eustern Banks—In consequence of the failure of the 
two sinall banks of Chelsea and Lynn, in the neigh- 


| bourhood of Boston, some distrust has been manifested 


of the Buston banks themselves. All apprehensions of 
this kind, however, are groundless. Like our own city 
banks, they are sound to the core, and are managed 
by gentlemen of the first respectability, who are also 
incn of substantial wealth. The Chelsea Bank has 
beea a regular swindling affair. Such was also the 
fact in regard to the Bank of Lynn. Unfavourable re- 
ports having been in circulation respecting the sound- 
ness of the Randolph Bank, the cashier of that insti- 
tution has published an assurance, that all such reports 
are entirely groundless. A bill has passed the House 
of Representatives of the Massachusetts Legislature, 
repealing the ciarter of the Nahant Bank. Another 
bill has passed the same body, prohibiting the banks of 
that state from issuing any bills otherwise than for 
immediate circulation.—N. Y. Com. Adv. 


FROM FLORIDA. 


A passenger on board the steamboat Forrester, from 
Black Creek at Savannah on the 10th inst. brought 
intelligence from the army tothe Sth. He reported, 
on the authority, as he said, of Abraham, who was at 
Fort Dade, that Micanopy, Jumper, Philip, and Powell 
had set off for ‘Tampa bay on the 3d. Cloud and Alli- 
gator were at Tampa, waiting toembark, and ‘Tigertail 
with his men was at Fort Armstrong. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


London papers to the 17th and Liverpool to the 18th 
of March, both inclusive, have been received at New 


York. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


The money market remained without any material 
change. ‘I'he cotton market was farther depressed. 
From Friday the 10th to Friday the 17th, cotton ex- 
pericnced a decline of $d.a $d. per pound. 

Resolutions favourable tothe commutation of Church 
rates, were carried in the House of Cominons, March 
15th, by a vote of 373 to 250. The torics considered 
this a triumph, presuming that with so small a majori- 
ty, Ministers would not press the measure. 

Mr. O’Connell has brought in a bill to secure the 
liberty of the press, containing some very essential al- 
terations in the law of libel, as at present existing. 

‘I'he Bible Society of London has lately presented the 
library of Antwerp, with an almost complete collection 
of all the Bibles it has published. ‘The collection con- 
sists of 107 volumes, part in quarte, part in octavo, 
written in 82 different languages. 

An experiment was tried with India rubber hose, in 
London, and it was found to resist a tremendous pres- 
sure by a powerful engine, until the engine itself was 
disabled by the breaking of a crank, whereas the leather 
huse had burst long betore—both kinds being attached 
to the same engine. 

‘he Thames tunnel has been completed to the ex- 
tent of 725 feet—135 feet beyond the place where the 
masonry gave way, some years ago—and in a very 
short time will be finished to low water mark on the 
Wupping side, 32,270 persons visited the works during 
the last year, being an increasc of 80U0 on the number 
of the year previous. 

Death of Mr. Davidson the African Traveller—At a 
mecting of the Royal Geographical Society, the me- 
lancholy intelligence of the death of Mr. Davidson, on 
his way to ‘Timbuctoo, was confirmed by letters of the 
15th February, received at the Foreign office, from the 
British vice consul at Mogadore, Mr. Wiltshire. In 
the letters from this gentleman, he stated that the most 
circumstantial account he had heard was from a Jew 
trader, who arrived there from Draha, on the 2d Feb. 
ruary, and reported that Mr. Davidson had been rob- 
bed on the 29th or 30th of Shaban, (thirty-two or thir- 
ty.three days after Mr. Davidson started from Wed- 
Noon,) but allowed the party, consisting of eighteen 
persons, to proceed on the road to Timbuctoo. Eight 
or ten days afterward a marauding party, of the tribe 
of El Harib, who were returning from plundering a 
place called Boushegrah, met Mr. Davidson’s party a 
little to the south of Egucda, whom they immediately 
rubbed, and shot Mr. Davidson. At Elmam Dee, a 
town distant six days from Tatta, where his informant 
was living, he saw in the possession of the Arabs and 
Jews various articles which had belonged to Mr. Da- 
vidson, which he described, and left no doubt as to his 
fate. ‘The lamented decease of this celebrated traveller, 
at least the seventh in African discovery, was very fecl- 
ingly alluded to by the chairman, R. J. Murchison, 
Esq. Mr. D.vidson has long been known to the pub- 
lic from the account of his travels in Mexico, Egypt, 
and the Holy Land. | 


_ FRANCE. 


_The minister of the interior presented his demand 
for secret service money, on the 15th of March. The 
amount asked for was 2,000,000 of francs, being 800,- 
000 more than that required last year; the increase 
was accounted for by the necessity of employing an 
additional number of secret police agents, occasioned 


undoubted veracity, related that he had made in one | 


of the Capital. 
depreciated their copper coin to the amount of fifty per 
cent., and in consequence, riots took place, which were 
only quieted by the military. [he houses of foreigners 
were attacked, the Government being anxious to turn 
the excitement from themselves against strangers. 
The difficulties were not quieted on the 15th. Puebla 


pleted hi trial was expected to come on by the first 


SPAIN. 


The combined attack on the Carlists by the Queen's 
troops in Spain, was made en the 10th of March. 
There was considcrable loss of life on both sides, but 
nothing decisive took. pluce. One aecount states the 
Carlist loss at 300, and that of the Queen at 1000. 
Other aceounts concede the victory te the Government 


forces. 
PORTUGAL. 


The advices from Lisbon are to the 2d of March in. 
clusive. ‘The accounts are more encouraging than of 
late. The Government had taken energetic measures 
to put down the guerilla disturbances in the Al 
and they had been to a great extent successful. A 
loan had been negleeted, and the financial difficulties 
of the Government were in a fair tram of remevat. 

The kingdom was tranquil, and confidence in the 
existing ministry had been much increased by the 
prudence of their measures for the attainment of 
economy and reform. The project of the new or 
amended constitution was ready, and would be laid be- 
fore the Chambers in a few days. 


LIBERIA. 


We learn from the office of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, that the brig Rondout, which sailed from 
Norfolk about the 20th of December, and from Wil- 
mington, N.C., on the 31st, arrived in safety at the 
port of Monrovia early in February, where Dr. Bacon, 
who went out as physician to the colony, and Dr. Tay- 
lor, as his assistant, with the emigrants on board, 
landed in good health. Capt. Howland, the master of 
the Rondout, who was in bad health when he sailed 
from hence, we are concerned to state, found it neces- 
sary, on his return, to stop at the West India Island 
of St. Thomas, where he remains sick.—New York 
Com. Adv. 


FROM CHILI AND PERU. 


By the barque Cornelia, Capt. Holmes, arrived at 
New York from Valparaiso, letters have been received 
to the 9th of January. They state that war had ac- 
tually been declared between Peru and Chili. Prepa- 
rations were making in Chili for condueting the war, 
but they were not of a very vigorous character. The 
Chilians had the command of the sea, and there was 
some prospect of their forcing Santa Cruz either to 


give up Bolivia orto retire from Peru. 


FROM MEXICO. 


There are extensive symptoms of internal disorder 
and pending revvlution in Mexico. The New Orleans | 
Bulletin of the Sth inst. contains several letters from 
the city of Mexico, reccived by the Ringleader, via 
Tampico. They are of dates between the 8th and 
15th of March, and they exhibit a very troubled state 
The Government had, by a decree, 


was also in a state of insurrection. 

On the 14th, the troops in the city of Mexico of. 

fered the Dictatorship to Bustamente, which he de- 
clined. They demanded the resignation of Corro, the 

President protem. He sent it to Congress on the 
14th, but they had not yet accepted it. : 
Foreign embarrassments too, thicken upon the 
Government. The French Minister has received in- 

structions from his Government, to demand immediate 
restitution from Mexico, of the amount taken from the 

French citizens under the decree of the Force Loan, 

and an adjustment of all other matters in controversy. 
Ee has not yet received his answer. 

The English Minister, it is said, received similar 
instructions. On the night of the 4th ult. the Message 


of the President of the United States was received by 
express from Vera Cruz, via New Orleans. It produced 
a great sensation. Congress was convened the next 
day, in secret session. 


As far as learned, their action 
was any thing but favourable to an amicuble adjustment 
of the difficulties between the two countries, as the 
Chambers were discussing the propriety of issuing 
Privateer Licenses, and sending them up the Medi- 
terranean by an agent, for sale. 
Santa Anna was still at his plantation, waiting the 
turn of affairs. ‘Che tide of public feeling ts becoming 
in his favour. 
The United States sloop-of-war Boston, arrived at 
Pensacola from Vera Cruz, brings later dates. The 
last accounts received at Vera Cruz previous to the 
sailing of the Boston, represente the excitement in the 
city of Mexico to be very great. They cry of the po- 
pulace was, “ Viva Santa Anna and the federal con- 
stitution.” It is understood that Santa Anna explains 
his imprisonment and mode of liberation, as part of a 
system of provident attention by the Texan authorities 
to his safety. He was confined to save him from the 
violence of the exasperated suldiery, and when libera- 
ted, was sent home by way of Washington, for his 
greater security! This official account of these oc- 
currences was forwarded to Mexico by Col. Almont 
on the 13th. d 
It was reported at Vera Cruz that Corro, the Prest- 
dent, ad interim, of Mexico, had addressed a commu- 
nication to Congress, recommending the appointment 
of two commissioners to meet two to be appointed oy 
the United States, for the purpose of setting and ad- 
justing the existing differences between the two gov- 
ernments. If these commissioners cannot agree, it is 
proposed that Great Britain sbull mediate; if a satis- 
factory adjustment cannot thus be made, the President 
asks that the army and navy of the Republic may be 
placed at his disposal, to be used in the defence of the 
national honour. 


FROM TEXAS. 


Intelligence from Velasco, Texas, has been received 
at New Orleans, up to the 2d inst. The discourse is 
still of tranquility and prosperity, promise of a good 
harvest, great advances in the value of land, and as 
great indifference to the threats of mvasion by the 
Mexicans. Lots in Houston, 50 by 100 feet, sold 
at 2000, 2500, and some as high as 3500 dollars. 

‘I'he army, some 2500 strong, was still encamped on 
the La Baca, under General Johnson. 

The seat of government was to be transferred frous 
Columbia to Houston, on the 15th inst. 

One of the New Orleans papers says that General 


Green, has bought the steam boat Columbia, from the 
New York and Charleston line, and intends that she 
shall ply ‘regularly between New Orleans and some 
port in Texas. ‘The Tcxaa Congress hold its session 
on the first of May. 


MARRIED. 

On Thursday evening, the 13th inst., by the Rev. C- 
C. Cuyler, D. D. Mr. Peter Lesiey, to Mrs. Susanna 
ExizaseTa Rossins, daughter of the late James White~ 
head, Esq. all of this city. 

SECOND PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK. 

The Second Presbytery of New York will hold its 
semi-annual meeting in the Lecture Room of the 
Murray-street Church, New York, on Tuesday next 
the 25th inst., commencing at 10 o’clock, A. M- 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


The subscriber gratefully acknowledges the respect- 
ful kindness of the “ Ladics’ Missionary Society,” of 
his congregation, ir contributing from their funds the 
amount requisite to —- we a life member of 

Western Forcign Missionary iety. 
5" ARTHUR B. BRADFORD. 
Clinton, N. J. April 12, 1837. 


NOTICE, 

GREEABLY to Charter, is hereby given to the 
£& = members of the Corporation for “ The Relief of 
Poor and Distressed Presbyterian Ministers, and the 
Poor. and Distressed Widows and Children of Presby- 
terian Ministers,” that a’ meeting of said Corpo-atior 
is to take place on the 19th day of May next, in 
the Sixth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, at 5 
o’clock, P. M. for the transaction of all business that 
may then be brought before the Bard. : 

ASHBEL GREEN, Sec. of the Corporation. 
april 22—3t. 


OWCHONG TEAS.—Just received a choice as- 
¥ sortment of Powchong Teas, including some of 
the best chops ever imported into this country. Also 
for salc, Imperial, Gunpowder, fine old Hyson, Young 
Hyson, Pekoe, Souchong, Caper-Souchong, &c. &c. of 
various qualities, com aS an assortmecut. 

nd in any store in this city. 

ye” JAMES R. WEBB, 

Temperance Tca and Grocery Store, S. W. corner 
of Dock and Second streets, Philadelphia. 


VEMoir OF DR. PORTER.—Memoir of the 
I Life and Character of Ebenezer Porter, D. D. 


By Lyman Matthews, Pastor of the South Church, 
Braintree, Mass.—A practical introduction to the Study 
of Geograptiy, embellished with Maps from steel plates, 
and engravings on wood. By J. ney A. M. Aathor 
of a Geography and Atlas, History of United States, 
&c. Just published and for sale by 


by the attempts on the King’s life, and the machina- 
tions of the republican clubs. _ 
The examinations of Meunier were not yet coin- 


april 22. No. 134 Chesaut street, Philadc!phia. 


late President of the Theological Seminary, Andover. © 
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THE PRESBYT 


FUNERAL HYMN. 


> Thou art gone tothe grave! but we will not de- 


and darkness encompess the 
The Saviour has pase'd through its portals befor 
‘And the lamp of his love is thy guide to the tomb. 
Thou art gone to the grave; we no longer behold 
Nor tread the rough paths of the world by thy 
But the wide arms of mercy are spread to infold 
And jen may hope since the sinless hath died. 
Thou art gone to the grave! and its mansion for- 


Bat of Heaven beam’ bright on thy 

‘And Buss’ which thou heard’st was the se- 
raphim’s song. 

Thou art gone to the grave! but ’twere vain to 


| deplore thee, 
When God was thy ransom, thy guardian, and 


guide ; 
He me thee, He took thee, and He will restore 
And death hath no sting since the Saviour hath 


HEBER. 


SUBMISSION. 


Wait! O my soul, thy Maker’s will! 
Tumultuous passions, all be still ! 

Nor let a murmuring thought arise ; 
His ways are just, his counsels wise. 


He in the thickest darkness dwells, 
Performs his work—the cause conceals! 
But though his methods are unknown, 
Judgment and truth support his throne. 


Wait! then, my soul, submissive wait, 

Prostrate before his awful seat ; 

And, ’midst the terrors of his rod, 

Trust in a wise and gracious God. 
BEppoME. 


A FUR TRADE ADVENTURE. 
BY WASHINGTON IRVING. 


Colter, with the hardihood of a regular 
trapper, had cast himself loose frum a party of 
Lewis and Clarke in the very heart of the 
wilderness, and had remained to trap beaver 
alone on the head waters of Missouri. Here 
he fell in with another lonely trapper, like 
himself, named Potts; and they agreed to 
keep together. They were in the very region 


of the terrible Blackfeet, at that time thirsting 


to revenge the death of their companion, and 
knew that they had to expect no mercy at 
their iands. They were obliged to keep con- 
cealed all day in the woody margins of the 
rivers, setting their traps after nightfall and 
taking them up before day-break. It was 
running a fearful risk for the sake of a few 
beaver-skins ; but such is the life of a trapper. 

They were on a branch of the Missouri, 


called Jefferson’s Fork, and had set their 


traps at night about six miles up a small 
river that emptied itself into the fork. Early 
in the morning they ascended the river in a 
canoe, to examine the traps. The banks on 
each side were high and perpendicular and 
cast a shade over the stream. As they were 
softly paddling along, they heard the tramp- 
ling of many feet upon the banks. Colter im- 
mediately gave the alarm of “ Indians!” and 
was for instant retreat. Potts scoffed at him 
for being frightened by the trampling of a 
herd of buffaloes. Colter checked his unea- 
siness, and paddled forward. They had not 
gone much further when frightful whoops and 
yells burst forth from each side of the river, 
and several hundred Indians appeared on ei- 
ther bank. Signs were made to the unfortu- 
nate trappers to come on shore. They were 
obliged to comply. Before they could get out 
of their canoe, a savage seized the rifle be- 
longing to Potts. Colter sprang on shore, 
wrested the weapon from the hands of the In- 
dian, and restored it to his companion, who 
was still in the canoe, and immediately push- 
ed into the stream. There was the sharp 
twang of a bow, and Potts cried out that he 
was wounded. Colter urged him to come on 
shore and submit, as his only chance for life ; 


_ but the other knew there was no prospect of 


mercy, and determined to die game.—Le- 
velling his rifle, he shot one of the savages 
dead on the spot. The next moment he fell 
himself, pierced with innumerable arrows. 
Tne vengeance of the savages now turned 
upon Colter. He was stripped naked, and, 
having some knowledge of the Blackfoot lan- 
guage, overheard a consultation as to the 
mode of despatching him, so as to derive the 
greatest amusement from his death. Some 
were for setting him up as a mark, and hav- 
ing a trial of skill at his expense. The chief, 
however, was for nobler sport. He seized 
Colter by the shoulder, and demanded if he 
could run fast. The unfortunate trapper was 
too well acquainted with the Indian customs 
not to comprehend the drift of the question. 
He was to run for his life, to furnish a kind 
of human hunt to his persecutors. ‘Though in 
reality he was noted among his brother hun- 
ters for swiftness on foot, he assured the chief 
that he was a very bad runner. His stratagem 
ined him some vantage ground. He was 
ed by the chief into the prairie, about four 
hundred yards from the main body of savages, 
and then turned loose, to save himself if he 
could. A tremendous yell let him know that 
the whole pack of bloodhounds were off in 
full cry. Colter flew, rather than ran ; he was 
astonished at his own speed; but he had six 
miles of prairie to traverse before he should 
reach the Jefferson fork of the Missouri ; how 
could he hope to hold out such a distance 
with the fearful odds of several hundred to 
one against him? ‘The plain, too, abounded 
with prickly pear, which wounded his naked 
feet. Still he fled on, dreading each moinent 
to hear the twang of a bow and to feel an ar- 
row quivering at hisheart. He did not even 
dare to look round, lest he should lose an 
‘inch of that distance on which his life de- 
pended. He had run nearly half way across 
the plain when the sound of pursuit grew 


- somewhat fainter, and he ventured to turn his 


head. The main body of his pursuers were a 
considerable distance behind, several of the 
faster runners were scattered in the advance ; 
while a swift-footed warrior, armed with a 
spear, was not more than a hundred yards be- 
hind him. 

Inspired with new hope, Colter redoubled 
his exertions, but strained himself to such a 
degree that the blood gushed from his mouth 
and nostrils, and streamed down his breast. 
He arrived within a mile of the river. The 
sound of footsteps gathered upon him. A 
glance behind showed his pursuer within 
twenty yards, and preparing to Jaunch his 
‘spear. Stopping shoit he turned and spread 
out his arms. The savage, confounded by 
this sudden action, attempted to stop and 
hurl his spear, but fell in the very act. His 


spear struck in the ground, and the shaft 
broke in his hand. -Colter plucked up the 
pointed part, pinned the savage to the earth, 
and continued his flight. The Indians, as they 
arrived at their slaughtered companion, stop- 
ped to how! over him. Colter made the most 
of this precious delay, gained the skirt of 
cotton-wood bordering the river, dashed 
through it, and plunged into the stream. He 
swam to a neighbouring island, against the 
upper end of which the drift-wood had lodged 
in such quantities as to form a natural raft: 
under this he dived, and swam below water 
until he succeeded in ‘getting a breathing 
place between the floating trunks of trees, 
whose branches and bushes formed a covert 
several feet above the level of the water. He 
had scarcely drawn breath after all his toils, 
when he heard his pursuers on the river bank, 
whooping and yelling like so many fiends. 
They plunged into the river, and swam to the 
raft. The heart of Colton almost died within 
him as he saw them, through the chinks of his 
concealment, passing and repassing, and seek- 
ing for him in all directions. They at length 
gave up the search; and he began to rejoice in 
his escape, when the idea presented itself 
that they might set the raft on fire. Here was 
a new source of horrible apprehension, in 
which he remained until nightfall. Fortu- 
nately the idea did not suggest itself to the 
Indians. As soon as it was dark, finding by 
the silence around that his pursuers had de- 
parted, Colter dived again, and came up be- 
yond the raft. He then swam silently down 
the river, for a considerable distance; when 
he landed and kept on all night, to get as 
far off as possible from this dangerous neigh- 
bourhood. 


SINGULAR DISCOVERY. 
A little mine has lately been set on foot at 
Newlyn, near Penzance, called Wheal New- 
lyn; and not being able to open their adit on 


fish cellar over it, the miners were compelled 
to drive in another direction to come on the 
lode, when they found a cavity in the earth 
about [8 feet in length, with water about a 
foot deep, in which was discovered a quantity 
of fish of the congor eel species, although 
there appears to be no inlet or outlet for the 
water. 
on the spot about 150 years since, but how 
the fish got there is unexplained, as it is up- 
wards of 70 feet from high-water mark. We 
have seen some of the fish, which are about 
eight or nine inches long ; and it is supposed 
that there are many large ones in the same 
place.—West Briton. 


THE TREASURES OF THE OCEAN. 

The immense amount of treasure, and other 
memorials of man, which lie buried in the 
ocean is a curious subject of reflection. Who 
can say that to future ages the memory of the 
nations now in the world may not be pre- 
served solely through these relics? But few 
persons have any idea of the number of ves- 
sels, with valuable cargoes, which have been 
submerged. Lyell, in his ‘Principles of 
Geology,” says that during the late wars be- 
tween England and France, thirty-two English 
ships-of-the-line went to the bottom in twen- 
ty-two yeais, beside seven fifty-gun -ships, 
eighty-six frigates, and a multitude of smaller 
vessels. The navies of the other European 
powers, France, Holland, Spain and Denmark, 
were almost annihilated during the same pe- 
riod, so that the aggregate of their losses must 
have many times exceeded that of Great Bri- 
tain. In every one of these ships were batte- 
ries of cannon, constructed of iron or brass, 
whereof a great number had the dates and 
places of their manufactories inscribed upon 
them in letters cast in metal. In each there 
were coins of copper, silver, and often many 
gold, capable of serving as valuable historical 
monuments; in each were an infinite variety 
of instruments of the arts of war and peace; 
many formed of materials, such as glass and 
earthenware, capable of lasting for indefinite 
ages, when once removed from the mechani- 
cal action of the waves, and buried under a 
mass of matter which may exclude the corro- 
ding action of sca water. Upon this subject, 
Lyell remarks. 

“But let it not be imagined that the fury 
of war is more conducive than the peaceful 
spirit of commercial enterprise to the accu- 
mulation of wrecked vessels in the bed of the 
sea. From an examination of Lloyd’s Lists 
from the year 1793 to the commencement of 
1829, Captain W. H. Smyth ascertained that 
the number of British vessels alone lost during 
that period, amounted, on an average, to no 
less than one and a half daily; an extent of 
Joss which would have hardly been anticipa- 
ted, although we learn from Moreau’s tables 
that the numLer of merchant vessels employed. 
at one time in the navigation of England and 
Scotland, amounts to above twenty thousand, 
having, one with another, a mean burden of 
120 tons. My friend, Mr. J. L. Provost, also 
informs me that, on inspecting Lloyd’s Lists 
for the years 1829, 1830, and 1831, he finds 
that no less than 1,953 vessels were lost in 
those three years, their average tonnage being 
about 150 tons, or in all nearly 300,000 tons, 
being at the enormous rate of 100,000 tons 
annually of the merchant vessels of one nation 
only. ‘This increased loss arises, I presume, 
from increased activity in commerce. 

* Out of 551 ships of the royal navy lost to 
the country during the period above men- 
tioned, only 150 were taken or destroyed by 
the enemy, the rest having either stranded or 
foundered, or having been burnt by accident ; 
a striking proof that the dangers of our naval 
warfare, however great, may be far exceeded, 
by the storm, the shoal, the lea-shore, and all 
the other perils of the deep. 

“ Millions of silver dollars and other coins 
have been sometimes submerged in a single 
ship, and on these when they happen to be 
enveloped in a matrix capable of protecting 
them from chemical changes, much informa- 
tion of historical interest will remain inscribed, 
and endure for periods as indefinite as have 
the delicate markings of zoophytes or lapidi- 
fied plants in some of the ancient secondary 
rocks. In almost every large ship, moreover, 
there are some prccivus stones set in seals, 
and other articles of use and ornament, com- 
posed of the hardest substarice in nature, on 
which letters and various images are carved 
—engravings which they may retain when in- 
cluded in subaqueous strata, as long as crystal 
preserves its natural form. 

“‘ It was, therefore, a splendid boast, that 
the deeds of the English chivalry at Agincourt 
made Ienry’s chronicle, 

As rich with praise, 

As is the ooze and bottom of the dcep, | 

With sunken wrecks and sunless treasures.’ 
For it is probable that a greater number of 
monuments of the skill and industry of man 
will, in the course of ages, be collected to- 
gether in the bed of the ocean, than will be | 
seen at any one time on the surface of the’ 


continent.” 


the course of the lode, in consequence of a 


It is supposed that a mine was worked. 


From the London Literary Gazette. os 
From a letter from Professor Wilhelm Zihn, dated 
Naptes, October 29, 1836. 


NEW DISCOVERIES AT POMPEII. 


“On the 13th of this month, a valuable 
treasure of sixty-four silver vessels was dug 
up in a house in the Strada di Mercurio, op- 
posite to the house of Castor and Pollux, in 
the presence of his majesty, the King of Na- 
ples, and of his two brothers, Prince Leopold 
and Prince Anthony. ‘They were discovered 
in a wooden box, in a mean apartment to the 
right of the atrium of this house. It is re- 
markable, that this apartment is separated 
only by a wall from that in which the four- 
teen fine silver vases were found on the 23d 
of March, 1835. This latter discovery is a 
table service for four persons, and consists of 
sixty-four pieces, namely; one dish, with 
two handsomely ornamented handles, one 
palm and one inch in diameter. One vase 
(in the shape of a mortar,) ornamented, in 
alto relievo, with grapes and vine leaves, 
very highly wrought; it is five inches in 
height, and six in diameter at the top. Two 
vases, (goblet form,) half a palm high, and 
the same in diameter, ornamented with ani- 
mated bacchanalian representations, in the 
finest basso and alto relievo: on one of the 
vases is a young Bacchus riding on a panther, 
and on the other he is represented sitting on 


{an ox; there are, besides, many other figures 


and attributes. These two vases are quite 
equal to the finest of the fourteen discovered 
last year. There are also twelve plates, each 
with two beautifully executed handles. The 
four largest plates are eight inches, the next 
four seven anda half, and the four smallest 
seven inches, in diameter. Sixteen cups, or 
small soup tureens, of which each four are 
similar. These, also, are furnished with han- 
dles. The larger ones measure five and a 
half, and the smaller cups, four inches, in 
diameter. Four small moulds for pastry, 
each two and a half inches in diameter; four 
small vessels, each having three feet, some- 
what resembling our salt-cellars, and three 
inches in diameter; eight grooved dishes, 
four of which measure five inches at the up- 
per ridge, and the others, three and a half, in 
diameter; one fine vase, with a handle, in 
the form of an amphora, ten and a half inches 
high, and four inches in diameter at the 
mouth; two small, very fine stew pans, with 
tastefully ornamented handle, five inches in 
diameter, and two and a half high; one 
spoon, with a highly wrought handle, three 
inches in diameter ; one mirror, in the form 
of a patern, with a perpendicular handle, 
eight inches in diameter; two spoons and 
five ligutoe, (spoons and forks in one piece.) 
This discovery is the richest treasure of the 
kind that has yet been met with in- Pompeii, 
and all the vessels are in excellent preserva- 
tion. A table napkin was found between 
two of the plates. ‘The apartment in which 
these vessels were found, as also the one ad- 
joining, above alluded to, were excavated by 
the ancients, as appears from a hole in the 
wall, end the ashes being much turned up; 
but the persons who made this search cannot 
have been the owners, as they never would 
have left treasures of such value. The sixty- 
four silver vessels were taken on the 14th of 
October to the royal museum, where they 
have been subsequently exposed to public 
view.” 


MUNGO PARK AND THE MOSS. 


I have often been struck with a passage in 
the travels of the celebrated Mungo Park, de- 
scribing his situation and feelings when left 
alone by those who had plundered him in the 
very heart of Africa: “ Whichever way I 
turned, nothing appeared but danger and diffi- 
culty. I saw myself in the midst of a vast 
wilderness, in the depth of the rainy season, 
naked and alone, surrounded by savage ani- 
mals, and men still more savage. 1 was five 
hundred miles from the nearest European set- 
tlement. All these circumstances crowded 
at once on my recollection, and I confess that 
my spirits began to fail me. I considered my 
fate as certain, and that I had no alternative 
but to lie down and perish. The influence of 
religion, however, aided and supported me. 
[ recollected that no human prudence or fore- 
sight could have arrested my present suffer- 
ings. I indeed was a stranger in a strange 
land; yet I was still under the protecting eye 
of that Provider who has condescended to call 
himself the stranger’s friend. At this mo- 
ment, painful as my reflections were, the extra- 
ordinary beauty ofa small moss in fructification 
irresistibly caught my eye. I mention this to 
show from what trifling circumstances the mind 
will sometimes derive consolation ;_ for though 
the whole was not larger than the top of one 
of my fingers, I could not contemplate the de- 
licate conformation of its roots, leaves, and 
capsula, withoutadmiration. Can that Being, 
thought J, who planted, watered, and brought 
to perfection, tn this obscure part of the world, 
a thing which appears of so small importance, 
look with apparent unconcern upon the situa- 
tion and sufferings of creatures formed after 
his own image? Surely not. Reflections like 
these would not allow me to despair. I 
started up, and disregarding both hunger and 
fatigue, travelled forwards, assured that relief 
was at hand ; and I was not disappointed.” 

This is a touching incident in the life of a 
brave man. But let us notice the fact that 
God has made two distinct revelations of him- 
self to this world, each of which is perfect in 
its kind. The one is by his works so clearly 
revealing his eternal power and Godhead in 
these, that the very heathen are inexcusable 
for not worshipping him. The heavens, the 
earth, all his works, even to the little ** moss’’ 
which lifts its humble head in the sands of 
the desert, unite in teaching his wisdom, his 
power, and his goodness. And it was very 
natural for Park thus to gain confidence and 


‘instruction from this microscopic forest, plan- 


ted and watered by an unseen hand; but J 
am confident that, had he, at the same time, 
looked at the other revelation which God has 
made, and drawn relief from the Bible, he 
would have had a confidence still stronger; 
and even joy in again committing himself to 
Him who suffers not the sparrow to fall with- 
out his special direction. In the nineteenth 
Psalm is a beautiful parallel drawn between 
these two revelations of heaven, and the supe- 
riority of the written most decidedly extolled. 
The monarch of Israel seems to have been 
walking on the top of his palace, on one of 
those clear, delightful evenings which hung 
over Palestine, and contemplating the works 
of his Maker. He breaks out in praise, de- 
claring that the heavens and the starry firma- 
ment beam out the glory of God; and look- 
ing down upon the earth, he says that every 
day speaks to the one that is to follow it, and 


every night to its successor, declaring the 
character of God; and though no speech is 
heard, and no language is uttered by the works 
of God yet they reveal him through all the ' 


| earth, wherever the sun shines. 


1of the gates. 


He then 
seems to forget all the brightness of the hea- 
vens and the glories of earth as he turns away 
to the word of God, that better revelation of 
himself. His harp rises in its strains as he 
celebrates that; for here is a revelation which 
is perfect, complete, reaching the soul, com- 
mending itself to the conscience, gladdening 
the heart, enlightening the understanding, 
enduring in its effects upon the soul, gratify- 
ing the taste, and, beyond all, restraining 
from sin, and purifying the heart. 


HORRORS OF WAR. 


The battles of Jena and Auerstadt had been 
fought ; General Blucher, who had followed 
the retreat with the Prince of Hohenlohe on 
the left bank, wasseparated from him, threw 
himself with his corps into the territory of 
Mecklenburg, and being pursued by Berna- 
dotte, Soult, and Murat, found himself more 
and more closely pressed ; he, therefore, pass- 
ed the Trave with 25,000 men, entered Lu- 
bec, in spite of all the remonstrances of the 
free imperial city, which would have most 
willingly maintained its neutrality. The 
French followed him closely, and on the 6th 
of November, 1806, a sanguinary conflict 
took place between the two armies, which 
was but too soon continued within the walls. 
After a heroic resistance, Blucher was obliged 
to leave the city. The victors, perfectly ig- 
norant of the real circumstances, considered 
Lubeck as a hostile city, and turned all their 
fury upon the unfortunate inhabitants. A 
dreadful scene of pillage ensued, which was 
not fully checked till after the lapse of three 
days. ‘The citizens were ill treated by the 
French in every possible manner. Blucher 
capitulated at Ratekau, on the 7th of Novem- 
ber, and the unhappy city had now to main- 
tain 75,000 men. ‘The humanity of Berna- 
dotte succeeded in putting an end to these 
horrors, and, by a strict discipline, at least to 
check the progress of such awful devastation. 
But Lubeck was wholly unable to recover 
itself; from that time it was depressed under 
intolerable burdens. Enormous contributions 
exhausted its treasury, its commerce was an- 
nihilated, and, with that, its principal re- 
sources dried up, and even the hopes of bet- 
ter times vanished, when, on the 10th of De- 
cember, 1810, it was incorporated with the 
French empire, and its constitution abolished 
by an act of violence after it had existed 600 
years. On theSunday after this catastrophe, 
the free corps of the French Colonel Amell, 
loaded with the pillage of friends and foes in 
Mecklenburg, &c., and with the spoils of the 
unhappy Lubeck, arrived at a village near 
Hamburg, where they held a kind of fair for 
the sale of their plunder. We ourselves saw 
soldiers, eager to lighten their burden, sell 
quantities of silver coin (a handkerchief 
full) for a louis d’or—silver table spoons for a 
shilling. Horses, many of them very good, 
but of course, dreadfully jaded, were sold 
from 2s 6d to 30s each. A friend of ours 
bought a horse, which proved to be a very 
fine one, for 4s English. It was reported 
that a splendid diamond necklace sold fur two 
louis dor. At Hamburgh, under Davoust and 
Vandamme (1813),acontribution of 48,000,000 
francs was imposed upon it, its bank plundered, 
and, lastly, when the allied troops approached 
to its relief, it was declared in a state of siege. 
From this moment the French laid aside all 
inoderation, burnt and devastated the environs 
with such precipitation, that the puor inhabi- 
tants could save little or none of their pro- 
perty ; and 40,000 persons, who were too poor 
to furnish themselves with a suflicient stock 
of provisions, were expelled from the city, ex- 
posed to the drea:!ful inclemency of a most 
severe winter, to famine, and the ravages of 
an epidemic nervous fever. ‘The French pro- 
ceeded with the greatest cruelty. Thus Da- 
voust caused a number of unfortunate citizens 
to be taken from their beds on the night of 
Christmas eve, 1813, to be shut up in St. Pe- 
ter’s church, and, at day-break, to be driven 
by his blood-hounds like a flock of sheep out 
The neighbouring town of Al- 
tona received the fugitives with kindness, 
and, though itself in great distress, did its 
utmost to relieve them. It may be interest- 
ing to compare with this another historical 
event. Just a hundred years before, the 
Swedish General, Stenbock, reduced Altona 
to ashes, and during the dreadful conflagra- 
tion, the Senate of Hamburgh closed the 
gates of the city, to keep off the crowd of 
fugitives, gave a banquet to the ferocicus con- 
qucror, and accompanied him to the ramparts, 
to view, in all its horrors, the spectacle of the 
burning town.— German Tourist. 3 


HONEY TAKER, 

A large swarm of bees had fixed their abode 
on the ceiling of a verandah, and, in due time, 
when their honey was deposited, we wished 
to collect it, but were for some time at a loss 
for the means. FEecaring, however, that there 
was a gardener who possessed a peculiar art 
of doing it unhurt, he was sent for and desired 
to bring down the honey. I watched him 
closely through the whole process, and was 
told by him, and believe, that he used no other 
precaution than the following. He took some 
of the plant called toolsy, and rubbed it over 
his body, face, arms, and hands; he then 
chewed a little, and held a sprig of it in his 
mouth. With no other than this apparently 
slight defence, he mounted a ladder, a dish 
in one hand and a sharp knife in the other; 
and though as thinly clad as his class usually 
are, with thousands of bees swarming about 
his naked body, he, with the greatest sang 
froid, cut immediately through the upper part 
of the comb, where it was suspended to the 
roof, and receiving the whole of it in his dish, 
brought it down without having received a 
single sting.—Indian Reminiscences. 


Tit POISONED VALLEY OF JAVA, 


The usual meeting of the Royal Asiatic 
Society took place on Saturday; the Right 
Hon. W. W. Wynn in the chair. A paper 
was read by Col. Sykes on the poisoned Upas 
Valley at Betur, in Java, extracted from a let- 
ter by Mr. Loudon, containing a description 
of his visit to the place in July, 1830. Ac- 
cording to the statement of Mr. Loudon, this 
valley is twenty miles in extent, and of a con- 
siderable width; it presents a most desolate 
appearance, the surface being sterile and with- 
out any vegetation. The valley contains nu- 
merous skeletons of mammalia and birds. 
one case the skeleton of a human being was 
seen with the head resting upon the right 
hand ; according to tradition it is said that the 
neighbouring tribes were in the habit of dri- 
ving their criminals into the valley to expiate 
their crimes. Mr. Loudon tried the experi- 
ment of lowering some dogs and fowls into the 
valley, and in every case animation became 
quickly suspended, although life was pro- 
longed in some instances for ten minutes. 
The valley proved to be the crater of an ex- 


In| 


tinguished volcano, in which carbonic acid gas | 
is generated, like the Grotto del Cane, at Na- 
ples. The fabulous influence imputed to the 
Upas tree is, therefore, without foundation, 
the mortality being caused solely by the dele- 
terious agency of the gas. 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


Blight in Pear Trees—The Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society, anxious to promote the 
discovery of a preventive for the disease usu- 
ally termed blight, in pear trees, offers a pre- 
mium of five hundred dollars, to be paid the 
person who shsll discover and make public an 
effectual means of preventing its attacks. ‘he 
premium not to be awarded until after the ex- 
piration of three years from the publication of | 
preventive, nor until the society shall be fully — 
satisfied of its efficacy. Communications on 
the subject may be addressed per mail to 
David Landreth, Corresponding Secretary, | 
Philadelphia. 


On the occasion of opening the family 
vault of the Bosvilles at Ravenfield, a short 
time ago, for the interment of Mrs. Bosville, 
a large Newfoundland dog, belonging to the 
late Colonel Bosville, who was interred 11 
weeks previous found its way to its master’s 
coffin, and placed itself upon it, and remained 
there till the funeral of Mrs. Bosville took 
place, from whence it could only be removed 
by force. It is worthy of remark, that though 
there were several coffins in the vault, the 
dog instantly proceeded to that of his old 
master. 

A Distinction—“ Sir, do you mean to say 
I lie,” said a person toa French gentleman. 
‘¢ No sare, I say not dat you die, but, sare, I 
say dat you walk round about the truth.” 


American Silk—The Coatesville (Pa.) Ad- 
vertiser mentions having in possession some 
beautiful specimens of American Sewing Silk, 
manufactured from domestic growth. Among 
these are,some which were manufactured by 
the Jady of Governor Ritner. It is satisfactory 
to know, because the fact is one which has 
an important bearing upon the interests and 
future prosperity of our country, that the silk 
culture is rapidly extending itself in various 
sections of the Union. In another age we 
shall probably become exporters of this valua- 
ble fabric, instead of deriving, as now, nearly 
our whole supply for home consumption, from 
beyond the Atlantic. 


On Wednesday forenoon, as some labour- 
ers were digging in a field belonging to Sam- 
nel Forster, Esq. of Southend, near Lewis- 
ham, they discovered two old blue china jars, 
in which were about 850 gold coins of the 
reign of Charles I., value about 1000/. which 
they immediately took to their master. The 
lord of the manor, the Earl of Dartmouth, it 
is supposed, will lay claim to them. 


The manufacture of sugar from chestnuts, 
greatly prospers in France. Some of the pro- 
ceeds give 14 percent. which is above the 
mean proportion drawn from beet-root. The 
manufacture of the latter flourishes in Russia, 
where there is at this moment 30 establish- 
ments in full operation. 


Valuable Men—Skeletons of Indians are 
said to have been lately found in the silver 
mines of Peru, covered with fibres of silver. 
The original owners of these dry bones were 
supposed to have perished hundreds of years 
before; as their flesh decayed silver had 
formed around them from the dropping of the 
rocks over them. 


The wife of a mechanic of Grimsby, Lin- 
coinshire, gave birth, six months ago, to a 
male infant, which now weighs upwards of 
three stone. The circumference of its thigh 
is fourteen inches, and of the calf of its leg 
nine. It bids fair to be a second Daniel 
Lambert. 


V EMOIR OF DR. PORTER.—Memoir of the 

Life and Character of Ebenezer Porter, D. D., 
late President of the ‘Theological Seminary, Andover, 
by Lyman Matthews, Pastor of the South Church, 
Braintree, Mass. 

- Harvey on Moral Agency.—An Examination of the 
Pelagian and Armenian ‘Theory of Moral Agency, 2s 
recently advocated by Dr. Beecher in his Views in 
Theology. By the Rev. Joseph Harvey, of Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

Our Protestant Forefathers. Py William. Stephen 
Gilly, D. D. Prebendary of Durham. Table of Cun- 
tents—1. The diff:rence between Romanism and Pro. 
testantism stated. 2. ‘The Solemn National Protests 
of the Sixtecnth Century were the Crisis, not the be- 
ginning of the Struggle. 3. The Abuses which has. 
tened this Crisis. 4. The Holy Catholic Church, be- 
fore the Corruptions of the Roman Church produced 
Divisions. 5. The First Protestants—Ireneus—The 
Waldenses—The Albigenses. 6. The Spirit of Pro- 
testanism in Britain coeval with the Pope’s pretended 
Jurisdiction here. 7. Britain under Romish thraldom, 
and Wiclif the Protestant Liberator. 8. Wiclif’s 
Translation of Scripture and his other Writings, and 
the effects produced by them. 9. The Lollards—Lord 
Cobham, and the sufferers under the statute of burning 
heretics. 10. Protestanism gains strength before 
ther, and advances in spite of Henry VIII. 11. ‘The 
Bible in the vernacular tongue becomes an engine of 
wonderful power in the hands of the Protestants. 12. 
Cranmer—The first authorised English Version of the 
Bible, and the people’s reception of it. 13. The Pro- 
testant cause triuinphant by virtue of its own princi- 
ples, rather than by the aid of the ruling powers. 14. 
Anecdotes illustrative of the character, doctrines ndn 
conduct of our Protestant luminaries—Wiclif, Can-d 
mer, Latimer, Jewel, Rowland Taylor, and Berrara- 
Gilpin. 

Just published and for sale by 
WILLIAM S. MARTIEN, 
S. E. corner ot Seventh and George st’s. Philadelphia: 


IA PARED PEACHES.—Just received 

| _ prime Virginia pared Peaches. Also, New York 

dried Plums, (new crop,) and Delaware Peaches, for 

sale at the ‘Temperance Tea and Family Grooery 

Store, south west corner Dock and 2nd streets, Phila- 

delphia. — JAMES R. WEBB, 
april 15. | 


OSCOW ACADEMY FOR YOUNG GENTLE- 
MEN.—Spring session to commence Monday, 
April 24th. Terms for board, tuition, &e, $60 per ses- 
sion of five months, payable one halfin advance. No pu- 
pil received for less than half a session. Branches 
fhe whole course of Mathematics, Natural and Moral 
Avcient and Modern History, Chemistry, 
Mineralogy, Botany, Logic, Rhetoric, Composition and 
Declamation—together with the Greek, Latin and French 
Languages. Lectures upon the natural sciences during 
the term. 
This Institution is located in a very healthy section of 
country 5 Is easy of access, being situated on the Phila- 
delphia and Lancaster turnpike, and one mile and a half 
from Parksburg on the Pennsylvania Railway. 
Parents wishing a safe place in point of morals for their 
children, will find the situation particularly eligible. 
Application may be made to the subscriber at the 
Academy. Letters from a distance to be directed to 
Black-horse Post Office, Chester count 
L. tE. 
March 11, 1837. pops. 


References : Rev. James Latta, Mantua; Rev. David 
McCarter, Union Church, Lancaster county, Pa.; Rev. 
David M. Smith, Principal of Hudson River Seminary, 
New York; Levi Hayes, Unionville. | 


AMMON; or, Covetousness the Sin of the Chris- 
tian Church. By Rev. John Harris, Author of 

the Great Teacher—second American, from the tenth 

London edition. Just published and for sale by — 


H. PERKINS, 
april 15—3t. No. 134 Chesnut street, Philad. 


AFAYETTE COLLEGE—The summer Term 
opens on the 27th April. gs 
For the summer Term of 21 weeks. For boardin 
and tuition, one half in advance, §62; washing a 
light, additional, by the quantity, the value of labour 
deducted. Students furnish their own rooms, and it is 
generally to their advantage to bring their bedding 
with them. Other matters, such as chairs, tables, éc. 
can be procured at the College. Evidence of good 
moral character must be furnished. Lads under fifteen 
ought not to have money ; a deposit in the President's 
hands should be made for their immediate expenses. 
Grorce Junain, President. 


march 18-3m. 


BINGTON FEMALE SEMINARY—under the 
care of Rev. Robert Steel. ‘The summer session 


of this institution wil] begin on the secend duy of May. 


‘The pupils are requested to be punctual in their atten- 
dance ut the opening of the school. 

The situation of Abington, being only 11 miles North 
of Philadelphia, on the Easton Road; the beauty and 
salubrity of the surrounding country, and the conveni- 
ence of a daily communication with the city, render it 
a most desirable location, especially for the summer 
season. As there were a number of applicants who 
could not be admitted last fall, the subscriber takes this 
method of informing his friends, and the public, that 
having enlarged his house, he can now receive a few 
more boarders. For terins, &c., please address 

R. STEEL, 
Abington Post-office, near Philadelphia. 
april 8—4t* 
HEAP BOOKS.—The subscriber has just received 
a large assortment of Books, in the various de~ 
partments of literature, purchased at the recent Trade 
Sale at very low prices, and which he is determined to 
sell proportionably cheap. Persons wishing to procure — 
Theological, Classical, School, or Miscellaneous Bouks, 
are respectfully invited to call and examine the stock 
and prices. GEO. W. DONOHUE, 
No. 13 South Fourth street, Philadelphia. 

Also, a great variety of Family and Pocket Bibles, 
Prayer Buoks, Hymn Books, &c. in splendid bindings. 

april 8. 


*EW ELEMENTARY SINGING CLASS, at 
the Philadelphia Musical Academy, Market 
above Ninth street.—The subscriber having had seve- 
ral recent applications for instruction in the elements of 
vocal music, proposes to form another class for the 
Spring and Summer term, for the benefit of ladies and 
gentlemen wishing to obtain a knowledge of first prin- 
ciples. ‘The well known and justly celebrated Solfeggi 
exercises of Rodolphe, with the late improvements of 
Professor Mcignen, have been used in the several 
classes of the Academy the past season; and the pre- 
sent results are highly gratifying, alike to the pupils 
and the teacher. ‘To give an additional interest to 
these exercises, selections from the most popular music 
of the day are interspersed. 

The Juvenile day and Adult evening classes which 
were organized last fall, are still continued. Parents 
wishing to enter their children will find this a favoura- 
ble opportunity, especially as the weather has become 
mild and the walking pleasant. 

Instructions on various Instruments is likewise 

iven. D. P. ALDEN, 
april 1—5t* Principal. 


SALMS AND HYMNS—Approved by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their benefit, both large and small size, and in fine 
and plain binding, may constantly be bad of the sub- 
scriber, at the lowest prices, either by the thousand co- 
pies or a less number. 
All orders from) Booksellers, Churches, and others will 
be, as heretofore, immediately attended to by 
SOLOMON ALLEN, 


ew—tf No. 117 Chesnut street. 


AND COLTON,—Temperance Tea 
dealers and Family Grocers, No. 244 Market street 
above Seventh, have for sale the following choice goods. 
Green and Black Teas, fresh and selected with care, 
Old Mocha, Java, Ceylon, Curracoa and Surinam Cof- 
fee, Boston Syrup Molasses, superior to any made in 
this city. Boston Double and Single refined Loaf Su- 
gar, London Split Peas, just received, Parmasan 
Cheese, do. Maccaroni and Vermicelli, Superior Jersey 
Hams, Smoked ‘Tongues, and Beef, Imported Bologna 
Sausages, French Sardins, Mustard, &c. &c. 

march 18, 
J OARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS, Perth Am- 

boy, New Jersey—S. E. Woo1.sriner, Principal. 

The design of the School, and the highest aim of the 
Principal, is “to train up a child in the way he 
should go.” 3 

References—Rev. John McDowell, D. D., Rev. 
James Patterson, Rev. John L. Grant, James Hunt, 
Esq. ‘The place is healthy, and easy of access. 

april 1—23t* 


AWRENCEVILLE CLASSICAL AND COM- 
MERCIAL SCHOOL, between Princeton and 
Trenton, N. J. Boys are admitted into this Institu- 
tion, who are between the age of six and fourteen. 
‘The Summer Session will commence on the Ist of 
May. Circulars, exhibiting the plan of the school, 
Terms &c. may be had of the Rev. Wm. W. Phil- 
lips, D.D. 454 Broome street, N. Y. of J. Whetham, i, 
No. 22 Sonth Fourth street, Philadelphia, of A. G. 
Cochran, Esq. New Orleans, or by addressing the sub- 
criber. 3 A. H. PHILLIPS, 
feb. 11 Lawrenceville, N. J. 


TEW SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS—Memoir 
2% and Correspondence of Mrs. Mary Ann Odiorne 
Clark, by E. Alden, M. D.; Frank the Irish Boy ; 
Childhood the Spring of Life; the Life of King Heze- 
kiah; Ellen, or the Visit of the Rud; Farel and the 
Genevese Reformation ; Jonah’s Gourd; Conversation 
between a Mother and her Son; the Sisters, or a histo- 
ry of the Stanley Family; the Sabbath School Harp, 
being a sclection of Tuncs and Hymns, adapted to the 
wants of Sabbath Schools, Familics, and Social Meet- 
ings, by Lowell Mason. 

The above new books, together with all the publica- 
tions ot the Massachusetts Sunday School Society, Bos- 
ten, constantly for sale at No. 13 South Fourth street,, 
Philadelphia, by GikO. W. DONOHUE, 


march 4—tf Agent for said Society. 
} OBERT CARTER, Theological, and Classical 
Bookseller, No. 112 Canal street, Corner of Lau 
rens. New York, has constantly on hand a large and 
general assortment of Theological, Classical, and Miscel- 
laneous Books. Orders from a distance will always re- 
ceive prompt attention. August 6.—ti. 


— 


EFFERSON COLLEGE, Canonsburg, Pennsyl- 

vunia.— The winter session in this Institution has 

just clused. The examination of the Students, and the 

report of the Professors, gave to the Trustees gratify- 

ing evidence.of diligence, improvement, and general 

goud order among the Students, not surpassed in any 
former session. 

Notwithstanding the increased number of Colleges, 
this Institution, the oldest in the West, still retains its 
elevated standing, and there is a prospect of a large 
accession the ensuing session. ‘The price of tuition 
and college expenses, remain, as heretofore, 25 dollars 
per annum. ‘The price of boarding is somewhat in. 
creased, but it is believed, the whole expense is as low 
asin any other Institution in our country. Some Loard 
in college—some in private families, in town—some in 
the country—some in clubs—and others on the farm, 
where opportunity is afforded, especially in the summer 
season, for manual labour, conducive te health, and 
reducing the expense of boarding at least one half. 

Mr. Washington McCartney, who was chosen hast 
fall, Professor of Mathematics, in the place of Professor 
Haderman, resigned, entered upon the duties of hia ~ 
office, early in the session, and is considered an impor- 
tant acquisition to the College. No other change has, 
taken place in the Faculty. 

Modern Languages and the Hebrew will be taught, 
asusual. Particular attention will be given to such 
branches of Mathematics, as are connected with prac~ 
tical engineering. Dr. Green of Philadelphia, Profes- 
sor of Chemistry and Mineralogy, will, it is expected, 
commence his course of Lectures about the first of 
July. The summer session will commence on Tues- 
day the 2d of May. 

Canonsburg, March 30, 1837.—3t. 


WHETHAM, Theological and Classical Book- 
e seller, No. 32 South Fourth street, has this day 
published the following valuable Books :—-The Econo. 


my of the Covenants between God and Man, compre. 
hending a complete body of Divinity, by Herman 


Witsius, D. D. faithfully translated from the Latin, and 
carefully revised by M. Crookshank, D. D. new edi- 
tion. with a life of the Author, compiete in 2 vols, 8yo. 
—Neale’s History of the Puritans, complete in 3 vols, 
8vo—Sermons by John Baptist Massilon, Bishop of 
Clement, to which is prefixed a life of the Author, com. 
plete in 1 vol. 8vo.—The Knowledge of Divine Things, 
from Revelation, not from Reason or Nature, with an 
Inquiry whence cometh Wisdom and Understanding 
to Man? by the late John Ellis, D. D. new edition, 
12mo. 
Also in press and will shortly be published, Brown’s 
Christian Pastor’s Manual—Drew on the Resurrection 
—Fisher’s Marrow of Modern Divinity—Cole on God's 
Sovereignty. | april 15, 
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